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1 UNDERSTANDING NUMBERS, WAYS OF REPRESENTING NUMBERS, RELATIONSHIPS AMONG NUMBERS AND NUMBER SYSTEMS

A GRADE K
GRADE 1

GRADE 2
GRADE 3

GRADE 4
GRADE 5

GRADE 6
GRADE 7

GRADE 8

Read, write and

compare decimals

to the hundredths

place and whole

numbers up to 6

digits. 

Read, write,

compare and order

unit fractions and

decimals to

thousandths.

Compare and order

integers, positive

rationals and

percents, including

finding their

approximate

location on a

number line. 
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C unt the number

Find

advertisements

that offer a

percentage off

during a sale.

Cut out the

percent numbers

and paste them

on a 0-100 cent

number line to

represent their

amounts out of

$1.00.

Find 10 rational

numbers in the

Classified

section, and

write them from

least to

greatest.

Have students

repeat the activity

with the

Classifieds section

of a newspaper on

their own.

Students should

write at least five

of each type of

comparative

number sentence.

(>, <, =).

Have students

fold one page of

newspaper into

thirds, another

into sixths, and

another into

twelfths. Students

should identify

which of these

fractions is the

smallest and

which is the

greatest in size. 

Students should

work to find and

circle

percentages

listed anywhere

in the paper.

Percentages that

are less than

one-half should

be circled in

green and

percentages that

are more than

one-half should

be circled in red.

Clip these

numbers from the

newspaper and

place each of

these numbers on

a number line. 
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Rote counts to 100.

Using the

Classifieds, have

dents work in

oups to find

ole numbers up

three digits. On

piece of paper,

ave them work to

reate comparativerr

umber sentences

with those

numbers using >, <,

and =. For

example,  504 >

392.

Fold one page of a

newspaper in half,

another in fourths,

another in eighths,

and so on. Label

each. Put the

folded pages in

order from

smallest to

greatest to show

that fractions with

a larger

denominator are

actually smaller in

size.

Use the

advertisem

to find 5-10

percents, 

create a g

represen

percenta
Locate standard

in the

Read, write and

compare whole

numbers up to 3

digits. 

Read, write and

compare whole

numbers less than

100.

Recognizes “how

many” in a set of

objects. 
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Divide into teams.Assign a letter of theday. The first personin each team locatesa word in the news-paper that begins
with that letter. Hecuts it out, pastes iton paper, and passesrr

the paper to the nextperson. The next
person continues inthe same manner,
pasting his word
below. Continue gameuntil all players finda word. The first

team finished wins!

Problem-solve
long “a” words
by identifying the
“a” consonant
“e” pattern.
Name words that
contain the long
“a” sound and
write them on the
board. Discuss
things the words
have in common.
Point out the “a”
consonant “e”
pattern in some
of the words.
Brainstorm other
words with the
same pattern.  

Problem-solve
words by identify-ing various 
diagraphs (sh, ch,
tch, wh, wr, th).
Explain that
sometimes more
than one letter
makes a sound.
Program dice (or
a beach ball) with
each diagraph.
TakTT e turns rolling
a die. Locate a
word in the 
newspaper with
that specific dia-
graph; chart each
word on the board.

Decode words
using knowledge
of “ed” endings.
Explain that “ed”
makes three
sounds: “ed,” “d”
and “t.” Locate
past-tense verbs
in the paper and
read them aloud
(using the three
different “ed”
sounds). Discuss
which ending
sound makes
sense for each
word, and chart
the words on the
board.

Discuss strategies
for decoding
unknown words.
Remind students
that they can
problem-solve
larger words by
locating the root
or base word.
Choose unknown
words from the
paper to decode.
Locate the base
words, identify
prefixes or 
suffixes, and share
the meaning of
the words.

Students will 
use the newspaperto highlight 
unfamiliar words.
Students will then
applying chunking
strategies to read
the unknown
words, breaking it
into smaller, more
familiar subsets.
Students will then
read the sentence
to see if their
pronunciation
seems correct in
context.  ALPHABET SOUP: 

Use paper bowls
labeled with the
l t

Locate and cut outwords with the “a”con

Locate words that
contain specifi

Locate and cut SYLLABL

Discuss problem-
solving unknown
words by identify-
ing syllables.
Discuss ways to
identify syllables:
vowel, consonant-
consonant, vowel
pattern, compound
words, clapping,
etc. Find words in
the paper and iden-tify the syllables.
Discuss how using
syllables makes
reading words 
easier. Study how 
syllables are shownin entry words in
the dictionary.yy

Syllable Dice Throw:Divide into teams,
each rolling a die
(highest # goes
first). The first teamrolls a die and
works together to
find a word in the
paper with the 
number of syllablesshown on the die. 
If successful, they
earn the number ofpoints shown on thedie. Teams take

turns. The team
with the most
points wins! 
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 Using the Newspaper to
Improve Test Scores

 K-12 Activities in Math, Communications Arts,
Science and Social Studies

Written by Jennifer Hawkins, St. Clair School District; 
Jennifer Wirthwein, School District of Washington; 
and Laura McDonald, Trenton School District.



Dear Educator,

In today’s classroom, the expectations are
greater than ever. It can be challenging to fit
the things you want to teach in with the things
you must teach. 

This guide shows you how you can use your
community newspaper to teach the skills
mandated in Missouri’s Grade Level
Expectations to help prepare students for the
Missouri Assessment Program (MAP) and other
standardized tests.

The newspaper is a valuable resource in the
classroom. It connects students with their
community, state and world and it’s a great
tool for providing real-life application and
reinforcement for important educational
concepts.

There are two sections to this guide:

• The first section, “MAP Moments,” provides
activities, one for elementary learners and 
one for secondary learners, to teach
32 GLE skills.

• The second section, “Using the Newspaper 
to Meet Grade Level Expectations,”           
covers two content areas, Math: Numbers 
and Operations, and Communication Arts: 
Reading, for grades K-12. Each page          
provides an activity to teach the skill and 
an activity to assess the skill at each       
grade level.

Research has proven that students who use newspapers as a part of their
classroom instruction perform better on standardized tests, find more
enjoyment in reading, are more civically engaged and keep reading into their
adult lives.

Regular use of
newspapers in the

classroom positively
impacts the reading

attitudes of
elementary
students.

Students who usenewspapers score,on average, 10% higher onstandardized teststhan their peerswho do not.

Students who use
newspapers in the

high school
classroom keep

reading into
adulthood – up to

78% of them!
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Communication Arts  --  Reading
Skill: Develop and apply skills and strategies to the
reading process.

Good News, Bad News
Read various news stories. Identify the stories as “good news”
or “bad news.” If it reports something good happening in our
community, circle it in blue. If it reports something bad, circle it
in red. Choose one of the articles you circled in blue to make
connections to your own life. Write about a similar good experi-
ence that you have had in your own “Good News Newspaper.”
GLE/SMS Correlations: R1I, CA1, CA4, W2C, W3A, 3, 7, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6

Heralding Headlines

Headlines are not only designed to attract attention, they also are 
designed to summarize key elements of the news article. Skim 
the newspaper and find an interesting headline. After reading the 
headline only, write three predictions about the article. Read the 
article, revise your predictions, and list five important details you 
learned. Next, write a new headline for the article. Finally, trade 
stories with a partner and decide which headline is better.
GLE/SMS Correlations: R1F, R1H, CA1, 3, 4, 1.4, 1.5, 2.2

Newspaper In Education
activities using today’s 

newspaper in the
classroom or at home.
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social studies  --  Principles of
Constitutional Democracy

Skill: Knowledge of the principles expressed in
documents shaping constitutional democracy in the
United States.

New National Symbol

You have the task of choosing a new symbol for our nation.  Skim 
through the newspaper to find a picture that best represents our 
country.  Cut and paste your picture on a piece of paper, then write 
a paragraph explaining why you chose the picture.

SS1D, CA1, CA4, 4.1, 2.1

Don’t rule it out
Why are rules important in society? What are the pros and cons of 
having established rules?  Scan the newspaper to find examples of 
people who are following, breaking, upholding, or enforcing rules. 
Create a hall of fame and hall of shame to display your answers.

SS1C, 1.4, 4.3

Newspaper In Education
activities using today’s 

newspaper in the
classroom or at home.
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math  --  Numbers and Operations
Skill:  Understand numbers, ways of representing num-
bers, relationships among numbers and number systems.

Vowel Scavenger Hunt

Cut out words from the newspaper and count the number of vow-
els and consonants in each word.  Paste the words on a separate 
piece of paper and write the fraction of vowels for each.  Reduce 
the fractions if possible. For example, it=1/2 and cat=1/3, and 
newspaper=3/9 or 1/3.      

MN1B, MA1, 1.4

Convert that Number

Partial numbers can be displayed as a fraction, a decimal, or a 
percent.  Use the newspaper to find a percent and convert that 
number to a decimal and a fraction.    

MN1B, MA1, 1.4

Newspaper In Education
activities using today’s 

newspaper in the
classroom or at home.
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science  --  Processes and Interactions
of the Earth’s Systems

Skill:   Human activity is dependent upon and affects
Earth’s resources and systems.

Save the earth

Think about ways human activity affects our environment.
Locate pictures of people solving environmental problems in
your community.  Cut and paste the pictures in a mural titled
“We Can Save the Earth.”

SC53A, SC8, 1.4, 3.3

That Can Be Recycled!

Recycling is an easy and effective way to preserve resources. 
Use the newspaper to locate items that can and cannot be re-
cycled.  For the items that cannot be recycled, list ways that you
can use this item or an alternate item to preserve resources.   

SC53A, SC8, 1.4, 3.1

Newspaper In Education
activities using today’s 

newspaper in the
classroom or at home.
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social studies  --  Elements of
Geographical Study and Analysis

Skill:     Knowledge of major elements of geographical
study and analysis (such as location, place, movement
and regions) and their relationship to changes in society
and the environment.

Missouri MAP

Locate and circle names of cities mentioned in the newspaper.
Draw a map of Missouri identifying the cities you circled. Make
sure you include a title, compass rose, and map key.

SSE4C, SS5A, 2.1

Lifestyles

The region in which you live affects the kind of lifestyle that you will 
have. Choose two pictures in the newspaper that display different 
regions. Create a Venn Diagram of lifestyle similarities and differ-
ences that you would experience in each region. 

SSE5H8, SS5F, 1.8, 1.9, 3.5

Newspaper In Education
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math  --  Algebraic relationships

Skill: Understand patterns, relations and functions.

Graphing classifieds

In the classifieds, locate the cars for sale.  Make a tally chart 
identifying the different makes, models, or colors of cars for sale. 
Construct a bar graph using the information from the tally chart. 
Make sure you give your graph a title and label the X and Y
axes.

MA1B, MA4, MA6, 1.4, 1.6, 1.10

Weather Watch

Use your newspaper to look at local, regional, and nationwide
weather patterns. Cut out the newspaper’s weather maps
or record them as hand-drawn sketches and keep them in a
weather journal. Also in each day’s journal entry, explain how
broader weather patterns affect the local weather conditions
and record your three-day forecast. Review how well your
predictions matched the ones in the newspaper.

MA1A, MA1B, MA4, 1.2, 1.4, 1.6, 1.10

Newspaper In Education
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Communication Arts  --  writing
Skill: Compose well-developed text using standard
English conventions.

Capital Critique

Circle words beginning with capital letters in the newspaper. 
Discuss why each word begins with a capital letter. Then
identify the words that are proper nouns. Write them in a chart 
labeled person, place, and thing.   

W2E, CA1, 1.4, 1.6, 1.8

Can I Quote You On That?

When quoting their interviewees, reporters must think of inter-
esting ways of saying “said.”  Use quotes in your newspaper to 
see how reporters quote their subjects. Make a list of at least 
10 different ways that were used. Share your results with your 
classmates.  

W2D, CA1, 3, 1.4

Newspaper In Education
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math  --  Algebraic relationships

Skill: Use visualization, spatial reasoning and geo-
metric modeling to solve problems.

Shape Visualization

Locate and cut out the shapes needed to make the net of a
cylinder.  Cut and paste the 2-dimensional shapes together to
form the net of a cylinder.  Do the same thing for a prism and a
cube.  Use the nets to form the 3-dimensional shapes.

MG4A, MA2, 3.3

Calling all Illustrators!

Imagine that you have the opportunity to be an illustrator for your 
local newspaper.  Your first task involves making an isometric 
drawing of your school building.  Sketch the illustration that you 
will submit.         

MG4A, MA2, 1.5, 1.10, 2.5
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social studies  --  Principles and
Process of Governance Systems

Skill:  Knowledge of principles and processes of gov-
ernance systems.

Finding Freedom

The Bill of Rights offers us many rights and freedoms.  Review and 
list the freedoms contained in Amendments 1, 4, 5, 6, and 8.  Col-
lect newspaper articles that are related to the rights and freedoms 
guaranteed in those amendments.  Discuss why having these free-
doms is important to you.

SS3A, SS1, SS1B, 2, 3, 4.1, 4.2

I’ve Got the Power
Government officials have restrictions and limitations on the use of 
their power.  Find a news article that demonstrates a limitation on 
a government official’s power.  Why was the limitation enforced? Is 
it effective?

SS3A, SS3, 1.10, 3.1, 4.1

Newspaper In Education
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math  --  Geometric and Spatial
relationships

Skill: Analyze characteristics and properties of two-
and three-dimensional geometric shapes and develop
mathematical arguments about geometric relationships.

Shape Attributes

Identify 2 dimensional shapes (circle, rectangle, rhombus, 
trapezoid, and triangle).  Cut them out of the newspaper, then 
paste them into a chart according to their attributes.  Do the same 
with 3 dimensional shapes (rectangular prism, cylinder, pyramid, 
and sphere).  
MG1A, MA2, 1.6

Evaluating Layout

Newspapers must have an enticing layout and meet space con-
straints. Choose a page of the newspaper to evaluate. Measure
the square area of text, advertisements, and  photographs.
Place the measurements from least to greatest and write the
percentage of space that each type of category utilized.
MG1A, MA2, 1.2, 1.6

Newspaper In Education
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Communication Arts  --
information literacy

Skill:  Develop and apply effective research process
skills to gather, analyze and evaluate information.

Relevant Information

Find an interesting news story to evaluate. Read the story and
identify the main ideas. Number the main ideas in order of
importance. Explain why you chose that order.

IL1C, CA3, 4, 1.4, 1.5, 1.8

Newsworthy Notes

Five main factors determine if an event is newsworthy: 
timeliness, closeness, significance, prominence, and human 
interest. Evaluate the articles on your newspaper’s front page 
and determine which of the five categories they fulfill. 

IL1C, IL2A, CA3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.10, 2.3
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math  --  data and probability

Skill:   Select and use appropriate statistical methods
to analyze data.

The Shape of the Final Scores

Locate the sports section of your newspaper.  Record all of the final
scores shown for a particular sport, such as all basketball.  Arrange
the final scores in order from least to greatest.  Calculate the median,
mode, and range of the numbers.  Discuss your results.

MD2A, MA3, 1.6, 1.10

Car Shopping

Use the classified section of your newspaper to shop for used cars. 
First, record the model year of the car along with the asking price. 
Create a scatterplot that shows the correlation between the model 
year of the car and asking price.     

MD2C, MA3, 4, 1.4, 1.8, 1.10, 3.5
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social studies  --  Relationships
of Individuals and Groups to
Institutions and Traditions

Skill:    Knowledge of relationships of the individuals
and groups to institutions and cultural traditions.

Meeting the Needs of Others

Locate pictures of groups or organizations that help meet people’s
needs.  Cut and paste the pictures on a piece of paper. Write a
sentence explaining how each group or organization meets the
needs of people.
SSRA, SS6A, 4.2, 4.6, 4.7

It’s a Matter of Perspective
Locate the editorial letters in your newspaper. Choose a letter
that interests you. What is the issue presented? What is the
writer’s perspective? People are often influenced by groups,
clubs, or organizations to which they belong. Think of a group
or organization that would strongly agree or disagree with the
letter written. Imagine you are a member of that group and write
a response.
SSR6E, SS6E, 3.1, 4.1
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math  --  data and probability
Skill:  Develop and evaluate inferences and predic-
tions that are based on data.

Likely or Unlikely

Review the sports section of your newspaper.  Discuss the teams’ 
various standings and who defeated whom.  Then label each team 
as “likely” or “unlikely” to win its next game.

MD3A, MA3, 3.3

Movin’ Out
You’re ready to move out and live on your own. First, you need a 
job.  Browse the job listings in your newspaper and choose one that 
you are qualified to perform. Estimate your monthly salary based on 
information presented in the ad.  Next, look at the apartment listings 
in your newspaper’s classified sections. Is it likely or unlikely that 
you will be able to afford a one-bedroom apartment? A two-bedroom 
apartment? 

MD3A, MA1, 3, 1.10, 4.8
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Communication Arts  --
information literacy

Skill:  Develop and apply effective skills and strategies
to analyze and evaluate oral and visual media.

Thinking Aloud

Identify and explain the message conveyed in a news story by
sharing your thoughts. Read the story aloud. Pause occasion-
ally to take turns sharing what you are thinking with others. Your
thoughts can be in the form of a question, comment, or feeling 
about what is being read. Make a conclusion about the intended
message.
IL2A, CA1, CA3, CA6, 1.5, 1.7, 2.3

Editorial Evaluation

Editorial cartoons are a powerful medium for expressing ideas. 
Find an editorial cartoon in your newspaper. Who is the intended 
audience? What is the message? What is the theme or tone of 
the cartoon? What symbolism is being used?  Has the author 
chosen an effective way to present the idea?  What would you 
do differently?  
IL2A, CA3, CA6, 1.5, 1.7, 2.3
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math  --  Algebraic relationships

Skill:  Represent and analyze mathematical situations
and structures using algebraic symbols.

Sports Expressions

Locate final scores of various games in the newspaper.  Write an 
expression representing the difference of two final scores.  Have 
a friend find the difference to form a number sentence.  Check 
your friend’s answer.

MA1, MA2A, MA4, 1.6, 1.10

Shopping Savvy

Use the newspaper to find a sales advertisement that lists a 
regular price and a sales price. Write an equation that represents
the percentage that is discounted. Solve the equation.

MA2A, MA1, MA4, 1.10

Newspaper In Education
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math  --  Measurement

Skill: Apply appropriate techniques, tools and formu-
las to determine measurements.

Polygon Perimeters

Locate and circle 4 verbs in a news story.  Use a ruler to connect 
the verbs like a dot-to-dot puzzle to form a polygon.  Measure and 
label each side of your polygon with an inch ruler.  Add the lengths 
of the sides to find the perimeter.  Write the perimeter in the center 
of your polygon.  Try it again with nouns or adjectives.

MM2C, MA2, 1.4

Angling

Use your newspaper to find angles.  Maybe you will find them in 
photographs, in the shape of the text, in advertisements, etc.  First, 
estimate the measurement of the angle.  Record your estimate and 
use a protractor to measure the angle to the nearest degree.  How 
accurate were your estimates? 

MM2B, MA2, 1.4, 4.1
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science  --  Processes and Interactions
of the Earth’s Systems

Skill:    Science and technology affect, and are affected
by, society.

Working Together

Columbus was persistent and worked with others to get money for 
ships to sail across the ocean.  People are always working together 
to find new ways to solve problems and get work done.  Locate 
photos of people working together to solve a problem.  Share your 
thoughts and feelings about the pictures.

SC83A, 4.3

Progressive Science

There are various social, economic and environmental problems 
that can be overcome by the use of science and technology.  Use 
the newspaper to locate an example of a problem that can be over-
come by the use of science and/or technology.  Explain the solution 
and how society affected the need and development of science.

SC83B, SC8, 3.1
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math  --  data and probability

Skill:   Formulate questions that can be addressed
with data and collect, organize and display relevant data
to answer them.

alphabet attributes

Cut out, sort, and classify letters according to their attributes in a
Venn Diagram.  Draw a Venn Diagram on a plain sheet of white
paper.  Write “curved letters” on one side, “straight letters” on
the other, and “both” in the middle.  Paste the letters in the Venn
Diagram according to their attributes.

MD1B, MA2, 3, 1.8

Types of News

Use the front section of the newspaper to evaluate the types of news 
stories presented:  local, national, international. Sort the articles into 
the three categories and create a bar graph that displays the amount 
of coverage each type of news story receives.   

MD1C, MA2, 3, 1.2, 1.8
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social studies  --  Tools of Social
Science Inquiry

Skill: Knowledge of the use of tools of social science
inquiry (such as surveys, statistics, maps and docu-
ments).

Future Artifacts

Artifacts help us learn about our history.  Locate a picture of some-
thing in the newspaper that could someday be used as an artifact. 
Paste the picture on a piece of paper and write about what future 
scientists could learn from the artifact. 
SST7K, SS7A, S8, 4.1

Map it out

Maps are a very helpful tool and are often found in newspapers. 
Skim your newspaper and find an article that you think would be 
improved with the addition of a map.  Design a map that you think 
should accompany the article and present your map to your class-
mates.    
SST73C, SS7B, 1.8, 2.7, 4.1
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math  --  Algebraic relationships

Skill: Apply transformations and use symmetry to
analyze mathematical situations.

Symmetry Salad

Cut out various shapes from the newspaper.  Fold the shapes to 
discover the lines of symmetry, if any.  Draw the lines of symmetry 
on each shape.  Group the shapes according to the number of 
symmetrical lines and paste them into paper salad bowls.   

MG3C, MGA, MA2, 1.10

Scale Factor

Choose a logo in the paper that you would like to sketch.  You will 
use your artwork to either reduce or enlarge the original image. 
Next, you will measure the two images and create a scale that 
models the difference in representations.          

MG3B, MA2, 1.6
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Communication Arts  --  writing
Skill: Apply a writing process in composing text.

Mystery Story

Cut out several pictures from the newspaper without reading 
the captions.  Place the pictures in a bag, and without looking, 
pick your mystery picture from the bag. That’s your stimulus for 
writing. Construct a graphic organizer to identify the 5Ws (who, 
what, when, where, and why) of your story by looking at your 
picture. Then continue the writing process. 
W1A, W2C, W2E, W3A, CA1,4, 1.8, 2.1, 2.2

You Are the Reporter

Reporters are responsible for background research and inter-
views to develop a well-written article. Imagine you have the 
chance to interview any person in history (living or deceased). 
What questions would you ask? Complete a mock interview
and the necessary research and write a news article about your 
historical person. Be sure to include quotes in your article! 
W1A, CA1, 4, 1.1, 1.2, 1.4
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science  --  Impact of Science,
Technology and Human Activity

Skill: The nature of technology can advance, and
is advanced by, science as it seeks to apply scientific
knowledge in ways that meet human needs.

Technology in our Community

Columbus was able to sail across the Atlantic Ocean because of
technology advances. New technology continuously changes the
way we do things. Locate a picture of an invention that has affected
or changed your life in some way. Write about how the invention
has changed your life.
SC81A, CA1, CA4, 4.1

New Inventions

Creative minds are often thinking of new ways to improve our lifestyle.
Think of all of the technological advances in the past year, 5 years,
and 10 years.  Use the newspaper to locate a new technology item.
Maybe you will see this in an advertisement or a news article. Write
your prediction for how this item will improve your lifestyle.
SC81A, SC8, CA3, 4, 1.4
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math  --  Numbers and Operations

Skill: Compute fluently and make reasonable estimates.

Sold by the Pound

Look through the grocery ads in the newspaper.  Locate ads for 
items sold by the pound.  Estimate the cost of 2, 3, 4, and 5 
pounds of the item.  Then, calculate the actual cost. 

MN3B, MNSC, MA1, 1.4, 1.6, 1.10

Interior Designers

Newspapers are an excellent source for advertisements to
keep consumers aware of sales events and new products.
Imagine that you get to redecorate your classroom.  Find an
advertisement for flooring or wall paper and estimate your
classroom’s dimensions to calculate the amount that you will
need to purchase.  Next, compute the actual dimensions of
your room and compare your answer.  Write the amount of
material that you will actually need to purchase and calculate
the cost. 

MN3B, MN3C, MA1, 1.4, 1.10
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Communication Arts  --  Reading
Skill: Develop and apply skills and strategies to com-
prehend, analyze and evaluate nonfiction (such as biog-
raphies, newspapers, technical manuals) from a variety of
cultures and times.

Recipe for Reading the Newspaper

Think about what you do when you read a newspaper. What do 
you do first?  Second? Write a recipe for reading the newspaper 
by giving step-by-by step directions. Make sure to include time 
order words. Trade your recipe with a friend. 
R3D, CA3, W2B, W2C, CA1, CA4, 1.5, 1.6

Seeking the Source

In order to be taken seriously, journalists need credible sources 
for their information. Choose a newspaper article to evaluate. 
Are the sources used tertiary, secondary, or primary?  Do you 
feel the sources are credible? Why?
R1H R3C, IL1D, CA3, 1.2, 1.7

Missouri Assessment Program MAP
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math  --  Geometric and Spatial
relationships

Skill:    Specify locations and describe spatial relation-
ships using coordinate geometry and other representa-
tional systems.

Newspaper Road Map

With a friend, choose a news story to be your make believe road 
map.  Both of you cut the story from two separate newspapers.  Your 
starting point will be the first word.  Your partner will give you cardinal 
directions (ex. 2 words east, 4 lines south, 1 word west, etc.), while he 
also navigates the route. When he says “stop” compare your maps. 
Choose another article so you can give your partner directions.

MG2A, MA2, 3.3, 1.10

Newspaper Graphing

Find an interesting photograph in your newspaper.  Use a ruler to
make an X and Y axis on that newspaper page, with the (0,0) in
the center of the page.  Measure the distance of the photograph
in inches from the distance to the center of the page.  Describe
its location to a classmate using Cartesian coordinates.  Can your
classmate locate the picture?

MG2A, MA2, 1.4, 1.8
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social studies  --  Missouri, the united
States and World History

Skill: Knowledge of continuity and change in the history 
of Missouri, the United States and the world.

Local Famous Missourian

You have been given the task to write about a local Missourian who 
has contributed to your community. Skim through the newspaper to 
find the person who best fits this description. Tell how this person has 
impacted the community and why he or she be recognized for his or 
her contributions.

SS2aA, SS6, 4.2, 4.3

Our Living Document

The Constitution is called a living document because it can be
ratified and amended to meet the needs of the U.S. citizens.  Look
through the newspaper to find an issue that you think is important
to today’s society that could be resolved with an amendment to
the Constitution.  Write your proposed amendment and attach the
news article.

SS2aD, SS2, 1.10, 3.1, 4.3
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math  --  Numbers and Operations

Skill:   Understand meanings of operations and how
they relate to one another.

margin of victory

Use the sports section of the newspaper to compare numbers. 
Locate the final scores of two different games.  Use pictures, 
objects, or symbols to calculate the difference.   

MN2A, MA1, 1.6, 1.10

Recipes Abound

Newspapers can be a great source for finding recipes.  Imagine
you have found an excellent recipe and you would like enough 
to share with your classmates.  Convert the serving size and
ingredient list to accommodate your class size.     

MN2B, MA1, 1.4, 1.10
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science  --  Impact of Science,
Technology and Human Activity

Skill:   Historical and cultural perspectives of scientific 
explanations help to improve understanding of the nature
of science and how science knowledge and technology
evolve over time.

Where in the world was that  
discovered

Columbus used technology to navigate across the Atlantic Ocean.
We also use technology developed by people all around the word on
a daily basis. Locate and cut out pictures of technological innovations
in the newspaper. Research to find out where each was invented or
discovered. Paste the pictures on a world map, identifying the location 
of each discovery.
SC82A, SS2, 5, 7, 1.4

Diversity in Science
When you think of scientists, do you think of men and women? Do you 
envision people of various races?  Technological advances have been 
made by a diverse group of people. Use the newspaper to evaluate 
how an informative news article is written.  Next, write an article about 
a scientist you have studied who has made contributions with his or 
her scientific advances.
SC82A, CA1, 3, 4, 1.4
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math  --  Measurement

Skill: Understand measurable attributes of objects
and the units, systems and processes of measurement.

Let’s Shop
You have $10.00 to spend on groceries for dinner.  Look through 
the grocery ad insert of the newspaper and find at least 2 items 
you can afford. Calculate the total of your purchases, then 
determine the change from $10.00.   

MM1D, MA1, 1.10, 3.3

Movie Matinee

Use the newspaper movie listings to select a movie to solve the 
following problem.  If the average movie is 109 minutes long, at 
what time will your selected movie end?         

MM1C, MA1, 1.4, 1.10, 2.7
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Communication Arts  --  writing
Skill:  Write effectively in various forms and types of
writing.

I Want That!

Look through the various items that are for sale in the Classifieds. 
Choose an item that you would like to have. Write a paragraph 
persuading your parents to buy the item for you. Make sure you 
include the point you want to prove, three or more supporting 
details, and a concluding sentence.    
W3A, W2B, W2C, CA4, 1.8, 2.1

Says Who?

Editorials are an effective way for people to express their 
opinions and share their message with the community. Browse 
your paper to find editorial letters, columns, and cartoons. Choose 
an issue in your school or community that is important to you and 
create an editorial for your local paper. Remember in order to 
convince others, you should include facts and research, as well 
as your personal opinion.    
W3A, CA1, 3, 4, 1.2, 1.4, 1.5, 1.7, 2.3
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math  --  Algebraic relationships

Skill:  Use mathematical models to represent and un-
derstand quantitative relationships.

Food Group Pictograph

Identify the food groups represented in a grocery ad. Calculate the 
total number of food items in each group. Construct a pictograph 
to model the information. Make sure you give your graph a title 
and label the X and Y axis.

MA3A, MA4, 1.4, 1.6, 1.10

Job Hunt

Use the classified section to view the job listings. How many
jobs require a high school diploma, an associate’s degree, a
bachelor’s degree? Create a graph to display your answers.
Why are education and job training important?

MA3A, MA4, 1.4, 3.5, 4.1
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 o
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tt
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ne
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.
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t 
un
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et
tin
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t t
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um

be
r

of
 le

tt
er
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re
nt
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m
pa

re
 th

em
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in
g 

th
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te
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ea
te

r 
th
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r
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 th
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nd

ad
ve

rt
is

em
en
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th
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ff
er
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pe
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ge

 o
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ou

t 
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e
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 c

en
t

nu
m

be
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en
t 

th
ei
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0.
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nd
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at
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na
l

nu
m
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fie
d
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w
ri
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 t

he
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te
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, c
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ut
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0 
as

si
gn

ed
 le

tt
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be
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pe
r. 
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r b
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e

tw
o 

nu
m

be
rs

.

Lo
ca

te
 w
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w
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t f
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ra
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 o
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 c
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 c
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m
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 c
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 c
ou

nt
s 

to
 10

0.

Us
in

g 
th

e
Cl

as
si

fie
ds

, h
av

e
st

ud
en

ts
 w
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 p
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 c
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 p
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m
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.
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 o
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w
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RELATIONSHIPS
ACTIVITIES ASSESSMENTS

Pl
ay

 “
BU

ZZ
” 

w
ith

w
or

ds
 fr

om
 t

he
ne

w
sp

ap
er

. S
it 

in
 a

ci
rc

le
 a

nd
 c

al
l o

ut
th

e 
le

tt
er

s 
of

 a
he

ad
lin

e 
or

 a
rt

ic
le

 in
or

de
r, 

on
e 

at
 a

 t
im

e.
Sa

y 
“B

uz
z”

 (
in

st
ea

d
of

 t
he

 le
tt

er
) 

fo
r

ev
er

y 
2n

d,
 5

th
, o

r
10

th
 le

tt
er

.

Fi
nd

 tw
o 

di
ff

er
en

t
nu

m
be

rs
 in

 t
he

ne
w

sp
ap

er
 w

ith
 tw

o
di

gi
ts

. L
is

t 
al

l
co

m
m

on
 fa

ct
or

s 
of

th
os

e 
tw

o 
nu

m
be

rs
.
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r 

a 
ch

al
le

ng
e,

 t
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to
 fi

nd
 t

ho
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co
m
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or
s

so
m

ew
he

re
 in

 t
he

ne
w

sp
ap

er
.

Us
e 

th
e 
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he
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m
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m
 a

pa
rt

m
en

ts
fo

r 
re

nt
. F

in
d 

th
e

fir
st

 te
n 

m
ul

tip
le

s 
of

th
is

 n
um

be
r. 

  

Sk
ip

 c
ou

nt
 w

or
ds

 in
 a

fe
at

ur
e 

ar
tic

le
. C

irc
le

ev
er

y 
ot

he
r 

w
or

d 
in

re
d,

 e
ve

ry
 5

th
 w

or
d

in
 b

lu
e,

 a
nd

 e
ve

ry
10

th
 w

or
d 

in
 g

re
en

.
Id

en
tif

y 
th

e 
w

or
ds

th
at

 a
re

 c
irc

le
d 

m
or

e
th

an
 o

nc
e.

Cu
t 

ou
t 

w
or

ds
 fr

om
th

e 
ne

w
sp

ap
er

.
Co

un
t 

th
e 

nu
m

be
r 

of
le

tt
er

s 
in

 e
ac

h 
w

or
d.

Gl
ue

 t
he

m
 in

to
 a

 T
-

ch
ar

t 
id

en
tif

yi
ng

w
or

ds
 w

ith
 e

ve
n 

an
d

od
d 

nu
m

be
re

d
le

tt
er

s.

St
ud

en
ts

 w
or

k
in

de
pe

nd
en

tly
 to

 c
ut

nu
m

be
rs

 o
ut

 o
f t

he
ne

w
sp

ap
er

 a
nd

 p
as

te
on

to
 p

ap
er

. I
nd

ic
at

e
w

hi
ch

 n
um

be
rs

 a
re

od
d,

 e
ve

n,
 a

nd
m

ul
tip

le
s 

of
 v

ar
io

us
nu

m
be

rs
.  

Se
ar

ch
 t

he
ne

w
sp

ap
er

 fo
r

nu
m

be
rs

. F
in

d 
an

d
co

lo
r 

5 
pr

im
e

nu
m

be
rs

 g
re

en
, 5

sq
ua

re
 n

um
be

rs
 r

ed
,

5 
co

m
po

si
te

 n
um

be
rs

ye
llo

w
, 5

 o
dd

nu
m

be
rs

 o
ra

ng
e,

 a
nd

5 
ev

en
 n

um
be

rs
 b

lu
e.

On
 a

 p
ie

ce
 o

f p
ap

er
,

w
ri

te
 d

ow
n 

th
re

e 
2-

di
gi

t 
nu

m
be

rs
.

Se
ar

ch
 t

he
ne

w
sp

ap
er

 to
 fi

nd
an

d 
cu

t 
ou

t 
th

e
fa

ct
or

s 
of

 t
ho

se
nu

m
be

rs
.  

Pa
st

e
th

em
 in

 o
rd

er
 n

ex
t 

to
th

e 
or

ig
in

al
 n

um
be

rs
.

Ci
rc

le
 fa

ct
or

s 
th

at
th

e 
or

ig
in

al
 n

um
be

rs
ha

ve
 in

 c
om

m
on

.

Lo
ca

te
 t

he
 w

ea
th

er
lis

tin
g.

  L
is

t 
th

e
ci

tie
s 

th
at

 h
av

e 
a

pr
ed

ic
te

d
te

m
pe

ra
tu

re
 t

ha
t 

is
 

a 
m

ul
tip

le
 o

f 4
. 

Fi
nd

 a
 tw

o 
di

gi
t

nu
m

be
r 

in
 t

he
ne

w
sp

ap
er

 s
ec

tio
n 

of
yo

ur
 c

ho
ic

e.
 L

is
t 

th
e

fa
ct

or
s 

an
d 

fir
st

 fi
ve

m
ul

tip
le

s 
of

 t
hi

s
nu

m
be

r. 
 

No
t 

as
se

ss
ed

 a
t 

th
is

le
ve

l.

W
or

ki
ng

 to
ge

th
er

 a
s

a 
cl

as
s,

 h
av

e
st

ud
en

ts
 c

ut
 o

ut
va

ri
ou

s 
nu

m
be

rs
 t

ha
t

th
ey

 fi
nd

 in
 t

he
ne

w
sp

ap
er

. W
ith

ea
ch

 n
um

be
r 

cu
t 

ou
t,

di
sc

us
s 

th
e 

m
ea

ni
ng

s
of

 o
dd

 a
nd

 e
ve

n,
 a

nd
pr

ac
tic

e 
fin

di
ng

 w
ha

t
m

ul
tip

le
s 

ca
n 

be
fo

un
d 

in
 t

ha
t

nu
m

be
r.

Cu
t 

ou
t 

fr
om

 t
he

ne
w

sp
ap

er
 a

nd
 la

be
l

an
y 

nu
m

be
rs

 t
ha

t 
ar

e
pr

im
e 

or
 s

qu
ar

e
nu

m
be

rs
.  

Ex
te

nd
ac

tiv
ity

 b
y

id
en

tif
yi

ng
co

m
po

si
te

, o
dd

, a
nd

ev
en

 n
um

be
rs

.

In
 t

he
 S

po
rt

s
se

ct
io

n,
 fi

nd
 a

 tw
o

di
gi

t 
nu

m
be

r. 
 L

is
t

th
e 

fa
ct

or
s 

of
 t

hi
s

nu
m

be
r. 

 

Re
vi

ew
 h

ow
 to

id
en

tif
y 

od
d 

an
d

ev
en

 n
um

be
rs

. R
ac

e
th

ro
ug

h 
th

e
ne

w
sp

ap
er

. C
irc

le
 a

s
m

an
y 

ev
en

 n
um

be
rs

yo
u 

ca
n 

fin
d 

in
 5

m
in

ut
es

.  
Sh

ar
e

nu
m

be
rs

. 

Cl
as

si
fy

 n
um

be
rs

by
th

ei
r 

ch
ar

ac
te

ri
st

ic
s,

in
cl

ud
in

g 
od

d 
an

d
ev

en
.  

Sk
ip

 c
ou

nt
 b

y 
2s

, 5
s

an
d 

10
s.
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Us
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s

an
d

m
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s
to

 d
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e
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tio
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n 
an

d 
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g
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m
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, i
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ng
w
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le
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be
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m

m
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d

m
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R
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R
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R
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R
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R
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R
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R
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R
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TH
E 

NE
W

SP
AP

ER
is 

a 
va

lu
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le
 to

ol
 in

 to
da

y’s
 c

la
ss

ro
om

.
Be

yo
nd

 c
on

ne
ct

in
g 

stu
de

nt
s 

wi
th

th
ei

r 
co

m
m

un
ity

, s
ta

te
 a

nd
 w

or
ld

,
th

e 
ne

ws
pa

pe
r 

ca
n 

re
in

fo
rc

e
im

po
rta

nt
 e

du
ca

tio
na

l c
on

ce
pt

s.
Th

is 
Ne

ws
pa

pe
r 

In
 E

du
ca

tio
n

se
rie

s 
pr

ov
id

es
 a

ct
ivi

tie
s 

an
d

as
se

ss
m

en
ts 

us
in

g 
th

e 
ne

ws
pa

pe
r 

to
m

ee
t G

ra
de

 L
ev

el
 E

xp
ec

ta
tio
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r
th

e 
Nu

m
be

rs
 a

nd
 O

pe
ra

tio
ns

 S
tra

nd
of

 M
at

he
m

at
ic

s.
Gr

ad
e 

Le
ve

l E
xp

ec
ta

tio
ns

 w
er

e
de

ve
lo

pe
d 

by
 th

e 
M

iss
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ri 
De

pa
rtm

en
t o

f E
le

m
en
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Se
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nd
ar

y 
Ed
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io
n 
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 fu

rth
er
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fin

e 
M

iss
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ri'
s 

Sh
ow

-M
e

St
an

da
rd

s. 
St

ud
en

ts 
ar

e 
re

qu
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d 
to

m
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te
r 

th
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e 
ex

pe
ct

at
io

ns
 u

nd
er
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e

No
 C

hi
ld

 L
ef

t B
eh

in
d 

Ac
t o

f 2
00

1.
Re

se
ar

ch
 p

ro
ve

s 
th

e 
us

e 
of

ne
ws

pa
pe

rs
 in

 th
e 

cl
as

sr
oo

m
 in

-

cr
ea

se
s 

sta
nd

ar
di

ze
d 

te
st 

sc
or

es
.

Th
e 

go
al

 o
f t

hi
s 

se
rie

s 
is 

to
 p

ro
vid

e
te

ac
he
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 a

nd
 p

ar
en

ts

ac
tiv
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 to
 h

el
p 
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ild
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n 

m
ee

t
ac
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em
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 e

xp
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tio
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m
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an
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 c
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c
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l w
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ew
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ap

er
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M
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ri 
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s
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M
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N
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R

S
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E
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P
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E
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E
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T
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G
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U
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B
E
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S
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R

E
L

A
T
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S
H
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O
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G
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U
M

B
E

R
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N

D
 N

U
M

B
E

R
 S

Y
S

T
E

M
S

Us
e 

m
od

el
s,
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nc

hm
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 (

0 ,
1/

2 
an

d 
1)

 a
nd

eq
ui

va
le

nt
 fo

rm
s
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 ju

dg
e 

th
e 

si
ze

of
 fr

ac
tio

ns
. 

Re
co

gn
iz

e 
an

d
ge

ne
ra

te
eq

ui
va

le
nt

 fo
rm

s
of

 c
om

m
on

ly
us

ed
fr

ac
tio

ns
,

de
ci

m
al

s 
an

d
pe

rc
en

ts
. 

Re
co

gn
iz

e 
an

d
ge

ne
ra

te
eq

ui
va

le
nt

 fo
rm

s
of

 fr
ac

tio
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,
de

ci
m

al
s 

an
d

pe
rc

en
ts

. 

Us
e 

fr
ac

tio
ns

,
de

ci
m

al
s 

an
d

pe
rc

en
ts

 to
 s

ol
ve

pr
ob

le
m

s.

Us
e 

re
al

 n
um

be
rs

to
 s

ol
ve

pr
ob

le
m

s.

V.
c

V.
c,

 V
.i

V.
c,
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.i
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b

V.
b

REPRESENT & USE
RATIONAL #’S ACTIVITIES ASSESSMENTS

Lo
ca

te
 g

eo
m

et
ri

c
sh

ap
es

 fr
om

 t
he

ne
w

sp
ap

er
 a

nd
cu

t 
th

em
 o

ut
.

Us
e 

st
ri

ng
 o

r
pi

pe
 c

le
an

er
s 

to
de

m
o 

1/
2,

 1/
3,

an
d 

1/4
 o

f e
ac

h
sh

ap
e.

Us
e 

a 
gr

oc
er

y 
ad

to
 fi

nd
 a

 fo
od

th
at

 is
 s

ol
d 

by
th

e 
po

un
d.

M
ul

tip
ly

 t
hi

s
nu

m
be

r 
to

 fi
nd

ho
w

 m
uc

h 
it

w
ou

ld
 c

os
t 

to
bu

y 
2,

 5
, a

nd
  1

0
po

un
ds

.  

Lo
ca

te
 g

eo
m

et
ri

c
sh

ap
es

 fr
om

 t
he

ne
w

sp
ap

er
 a

nd
cu

t 
th

em
 o

ut
.

Cu
t 

on
e 

sh
ap

e 
in

1/
2.

 P
as

te
 it

 o
n 

a
pi

ec
e 

of
 p

ap
er

.
Sh

ad
e 

in
 t

he
m

is
si

ng
 1/

2.
  D

o
th

e 
sa

m
e 

w
ith

1/
3 

an
d 

1/4
.

Fr
ac

tio
n

Sc
av

en
ge

r 
Hu

nt
:

Ha
ve

 s
tu

de
nt

s
lo

ca
te

 w
or

ds
w

he
re

 t
he

 v
ow

el
s

re
pr

es
en

t 
1/

2,
1/

3,
 o

r 
1/4

 o
f t

he
w

or
d.

Ex
.

It
= 

1/
2

Ca
r=

 1/
3

St
ar

= 
1/4

Lo
ok

in
g 

at
 t

he
fo

ld
ed

 a
nd

la
be

le
d

ne
w

sp
ap

er
 p

ag
e,

lis
t 

fr
ac

tio
ns

 t
ha

t
ar

e 
eq

ui
va

le
nt

 to
ea

ch
 o

th
er

. F
or

ex
am

pl
e,

 tw
o-

fo
ur

th
s 

is
eq
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va

le
nt

 to
on

e-
ha

lf.

Se
ar

ch
 t

he
ne

w
sp

ap
er

 fo
r

pe
rc

en
ta

ge
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ou
nt

s.
 If

 t
he

pe
rc

en
ta

ge
 is

eq
ui

va
le

nt
 to

 1/
4,

1/
2,

 o
r 

3/
4,

 c
irc

le
it 

in
 b

lu
e.

 If
 it

 is
no

t, 
ci
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le

 it
 in
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an

ge
. F

or
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nu
s 
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in
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w
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te
 t

he
eq

ui
va

le
nt
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tio
n 
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si

de
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%

’s
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un
d.

Se
ar

ch
 t

he
ne

w
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ap
er

 to
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d 
an

d 
cu

t 
ou

t
a 

fr
ac

tio
n 

th
at

re
pr

es
en
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 le

ss
th

an
 1/

2,
 a

de
ci

m
al

 t
ha

t
re

pr
es

en
ts

 m
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e
th

an
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, a

nd
 a

pe
rc

en
ta

ge
 t

ha
t

re
pr
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en

ts
 le

ss
th

an
 1/

4.

Th
er

e 
ar

e 
of

te
n

de
ci

m
al

s 
in

in
te

re
st

 r
at

es
.

Fi
nd

 a
 b

an
k

ad
ve

rt
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en

t
an

d 
ca
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ul

at
e 

th
e

in
te

re
st
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n 

a
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00
in

ve
st

m
en

t. 
 

Fi
nd

 a
 s

al
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d

th
at
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s 
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e
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 p
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e 
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e.
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e 
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nt
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f
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ng

s 
an
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w
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a
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b 
th

at
lis

ts
 a

n 
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w
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w
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/
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No
t 
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se
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 a
t

th
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 le
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l.
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m

on
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ra
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1/
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, e
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. b
y
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 s
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nt
s
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 1 
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ge
 o

f t
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pe

r 
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,
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w
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. O
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n
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d 
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r
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 c
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w
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y
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 to

.

Fi
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n
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t
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t 
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ex
am
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s 
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e
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 o
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.

Us
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 p
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ce
an

d 
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m
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w
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

to
as

k 
qu

es
tio

ns
 a

bo
ut

th
e 

ar
tic

le
. D

is
cu

ss
th

e 
im

po
rt

an
t 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

of
 t

he
ar

tic
le

.

Cu
t o

ut
 th

e 
he

ad
lin

e
of

 th
e 

ar
tic

le
 re

ad
 in

cl
as

s 
an

d 
gl

ue
 it

 in
th

e 
ce

nt
er

 o
f a

 p
ie

ce
of

 p
ap

er
. D

ra
w

 
pi

ct
ur

es
 a

ro
un

d 
th

e
he

ad
lin

e,
 il

lu
st

ra
tin

g 
im

po
rt

an
t 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

fr
om

 
th

e 
ar

tic
le

.

Us
in

g 
th

e 
sa

m
e

st
or

y 
th

at
 w

as
 

di
sc

us
se

d 
in

 c
la

ss
,

m
ak

e 
a 

m
ai

n 
id

ea
w

eb
. I

n 
a 

ci
rc

le
, o

n
th

e 
m

id
dl

e 
of

 th
e

pa
ge

, w
rit

e 
th

e
m

ai
n 

id
ea

 o
f t

he
ar

tic
le

. T
he

n 
cu

t
ou

t d
et

ai
ls

 th
at

su
pp

or
ts

 th
e 

m
ai

n
id

ea
. P

as
te

 th
e

de
ta

ils
 o

n 
lin

es
co

nn
ec

tin
g 

to
 th

e
ci

rc
le

.

Cu
t o

ut
 a

n 
ar

tic
le

in
 th

e 
ne

w
sp

ap
er

an
d 

gl
ue

 it
 o

n 
a

pi
ec

e 
of

 p
ap

er
.

Th
en

, w
rit

e 
an

ex
pl

an
at

io
n 

of
 th

e
pr

ob
le

m
, m

ak
in

g
in

fe
re

nc
es

 a
bo

ut
w

ha
t m

ay
 h

av
e

ca
us

ed
 th

e 
pr

ob
le

m
.

Ch
oo

se
 a

 r
ec

en
t

ed
ito

ri
al

 fr
om

 t
he

ne
w

sp
ap

er
 to

re
ad

. C
ut

 it
 o

ut
an

d 
pa

st
e 

it 
on

 a
pi

ec
e 

of
 p

ap
er

.
W

ri
te

 a
 s

ho
rt

pa
ra

gr
ap

h 
id

en
tif

yi
ng

 t
he

au
th

or
’s

 p
ur

po
se

fo
r 

w
ri

tin
g 

th
e

ar
tic

le
. U

se
de

ta
ils

 fr
om

 t
he

ar
tic

le
 to

 s
up

po
rt

yo
ur

 c
ho

ic
e.

 

M
ak

e 
a 

th
re

e-
co

lu
m

n 
ch

ar
t 

co
m

pa
rin

g 
th

e 
tw

o
ar

tic
le

s.
 W

rit
e 

th
e

ca
te

go
rie

s 
to

 b
e

co
m

pa
re

d 
do

w
n 

th
e

fir
st

 c
ol

um
n 

w
ith

th
e 

na
m

es
 o

f t
he

tw
o 

ar
tic

le
s 

ac
ro

ss
th

e 
to

p 
of

 th
e 

se
co

nd
 a

nd
 th

ird
co

lu
m

ns
. R

ec
or

d
th

e 
di

ffe
re

nc
es

 in
re

ga
rd

s 
to

 e
ac

h
ca

te
go

ry
.

Us
in

g 
th

e 
fe

at
ur

es
se

ct
io

n,
 s

tu
de

nt
s

w
ill

 lo
ca

te
 a

n 
ar

ti-
cl

e 
ab

ou
t a

 s
pe

-
ci

al
 p

er
so

n,
 a

nd
th

en
 s

eq
ue

nc
e 

im
po

rt
an

t e
ve

nt
s

of
 th

at
 p

er
so

n’
s

lif
e 

in
to

 a
 

tim
el

in
e.

Us
e 

de
ta

ils
 fr

om
th

e 
te

xt
 to

:
• 

ev
al

ua
te

 
ad

eq
ua

cy
 o

f 
ev

id
en

ce
• 

de
te

rm
in

e 
th

e
au

th
or

’s 
pu

rp
os

e
ba

se
d 

on
 te

xt
an

al
ys

is
• 

id
en

tif
y 

pr
ob

le
m

so
lv

in
g 

pr
oc

es
se

s

Us
e 

de
ta

ils
 fr

om
te

xt
 to

• 
an

al
yz

e 
an

d 
ev

al
ua

te
 lo

gi
c,

re
as

on
ab

le
ne

ss
,

an
d 

au
di

en
ce

ap
pe

al
 o

f 
ar

gu
m

en
ts

 in
te

xt
s 

• 
id

en
tif

y 
an

d 
an

al
yz

e 
fa

ul
ty

re
as

on
in

g

CA
3 

1.6
, 1

.7,
 2

.4
, 3

.1,
 3

.5
, 3

.6
, 3

.4

St
ud

en
ts

 w
ill

ch
oo

se
 a

n 
ed

ito
ria

l l
et

te
r t

o
re

ad
, i

de
nt

ify
in

g
fa

ct
, o

pi
ni

on
, a

nd
au

th
or

’s 
vi

ew
po

in
t.

St
ud

en
ts

 w
ill

 a
ls

o
us

e 
re

se
ar

ch
 to

ve
rif

y 
st

at
is

tic
s

an
d 

fa
ct

s 
us

ed
 in

th
e 

st
or

y.

St
ud

en
ts

 w
ill

w
rit

e 
a 

re
sp

on
se

to
 th

e 
le

tt
er

,
ei

th
er

 s
up

po
rt

in
g

or
 q

ue
st

io
ni

ng
th

e 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
in

 th
e 

or
ig

in
al

 
le

tt
er

.  

St
ud

en
ts

 w
ill

w
ri

te
 a

 r
es

po
ns

e
to

 t
he

 o
ri

gi
na

l
ed

ito
ri

al
, 

of
fe

ri
ng

 t
he

ir
pr

op
os

ed
 

so
lu

tio
ns

.  

St
ud

en
ts

 w
ill

 u
se

th
e 

ou
tli

ne
 to

dr
af

t a
 le

tt
er

 in
re

sp
on

se
 to

 th
e

or
ig

in
al

 le
tt

er
,

us
in

g 
re

se
ar

ch
ed

fa
ct

s 
to

 
co

un
te

ra
ct

 th
e

or
ig

in
al

 fa
ul

ty
lo

gi
c.

  

    
    

   



TH
E 

NE
W

SP
AP

ER
is 

a 
va

lu
ab

le
 to

ol
 in

 to
da

y’s
 c

la
ss

ro
om

.
Be

yo
nd

 c
on

ne
ct

in
g 

stu
de

nt
s 

wi
th

th
ei

r 
co

m
m

un
ity

, s
ta

te
 a

nd
 w

or
ld

,
th

e 
ne

ws
pa

pe
r 

ca
n 

re
in

fo
rc

e
im

po
rta

nt
 e

du
ca

tio
na

l c
on

ce
pt

s.
Th

is 
Ne

ws
pa

pe
r 

In
 E

du
ca

tio
n

se
rie

s 
pr

ov
id

es
 a

ct
ivi

tie
s 

an
d

as
se

ss
m

en
ts 

us
in

g 
th

e 
ne

ws
pa

pe
r

to
 m

ee
t G

ra
de

 L
ev

el
 E

xp
ec

ta
tio

ns
fo

r 
th

e 
Re

ad
in

g 
str

an
d 

of
 

Co
m

m
un

ic
at

io
n 

Ar
ts.

Gr
ad

e 
Le

ve
l E

xp
ec

ta
tio

ns
 w

er
e

de
ve

lo
pe

d 
by

 th
e 

M
iss

ou
ri 

De
pa

rtm
en

t o
f E

le
m

en
ta

ry
 a

nd
Se

co
nd

ar
y 

Ed
uc

at
io

n 
to

 fu
rth

er
de

fin
e 

M
iss

ou
ri'

s 
Sh

ow
-M

e
St

an
da

rd
s. 

St
ud

en
ts 

ar
e 

re
qu

ire
d

to
 m

as
te

r 
th

es
e 

ex
pe

ct
at

io
ns

un
de

r 
th

e 
No

 C
hi

ld
 L

ef
t B

eh
in

d 
Ac

t
of

 2
00

1.
Re

se
ar

ch
 p

ro
ve

s 
th

e 
us

e 
of

ne
ws

pa
pe

rs
 in

 th
e 

cl
as

sr
oo

m
 in

-

cr
ea

se
s 

sta
nd

ar
di

ze
d 

te
st 

sc
or

es
.

Th
e 

go
al

 o
f t

hi
s 

se
rie

s 
is 

to
 p

ro
-

vid
e 

te
ac

he
rs

 a
nd

 p
ar

en
ts 

ac
tiv

iti
es

 

to
 h

el
p 

ch
ild

re
n 

m
ee

t a
ca

de
m

ic
ex

pe
ct

at
io

ns
, i

m
pr

ov
e 

re
ad

in
g

sk
ill

s 
an

d 
ga

in
 c

ivi
c 

aw
ar

en
es

s, 
al

l 

wi
th

 n
ew

sp
ap

er
s.

Th
is 

Ne
ws

pa
pe

r 
In

 E
du

ca
tio

n
fe

at
ur

e 
wa

s 
cr

ea
te

d 
fo

r 
yo

ur
 n

ew
s-

pa
pe

r 
by

 th
e 

M
iss

ou
ri 

Pr
es

s
Fo

un
da

tio
n.

 It
 w

as
 w

rit
te

n 
by

M
iss

ou
ri 

pu
bl

ic
 e

du
ca

to
rs

.

Us
in

g 
th

e 
Ne

w
sp

ap
er

 to
 M

ee
t G

ra
de

 L
ev

el
 E

xp
ec

ta
tio

ns

C
O

M
M

U
N

IC
A

T
IO

N
 
A

R
T

S
—

R
E

A
D

IN
G

3
D

E
V

E
L

O
P

 A
N

D
 A

P
P

LY
 S

K
IL

L
S

 A
N

D
 S

T
R

A
T

E
G

IE
S

 T
O

 C
O

M
P

R
E

H
E

N
D

, 
A

N
A

LY
Z

E
 A

N
D

 E
V

A
L

U
A

T
E

 W
R

IT
IN

G
S

 F
R

O
M

 A
 V

A
R

IE
T

Y
 O

F
 C

U
LT

U
R

E
S

 A
N

D
 T

IM
E

S
.

D
G

R
A

D
E

 K
G

R
A

D
E

 1
G

R
A

D
E

 2
G

R
A

D
E

 3
G

R
A

D
E

 4
G

R
A

D
E

 5
G

R
A

D
E

 6
G

R
A

D
E

 7
G

R
A

D
E

 8
G

R
A

D
E

S
 9

-1
2

CA
3,

 1.
5,

 1.
6

CA
3,

 1.
5,

 1.
6

CA
3,

 1.
5,

 1.
6

CA
3,

 1.
5,

 1.
6

CA
3,

 1.
5,

 1.
6

CA
3,

 1.
5,

 1.
6

CA
3,

 1.
5,

 1.
6

ACTIVITIES ASSESSMENTS

Fo
llo

w
 a

 s
im

pl
e 

pi
ct

or
ia

l/w
rit

te
n

di
re

ct
io

n,
 w

ith
as

si
st

an
ce

Re
vi

ew
 th

e 
Bi

ll 
of

Ri
gh

ts
. S

ea
rc

h
th

ro
ug

h 
th

e 
ne

w
s

fo
r p

ic
tu

re
s 

an
d

ar
tic

le
s 

of
 p

eo
pl

e
do

in
g 

th
in

gs
. C

ut
an

d 
pa

st
e 

th
em

on
to

 a
 c

ha
rt

 in
ca

te
go

rie
s 

of
:

Do
in

g 
w

or
k

Ha
vi

ng
 fu

n
Le

ar
ni

ng
 

Ex
pl

ai
n 

ho
w

 e
ac

h
ite

m
 re

la
te

s 
to

 th
e

Bi
ll 

of
 R

ig
ht

s.

Lo
ca

te
 a

 re
ci

pe
w

ith
 m

ul
ti-

st
ep

s 
in

a 
ne

w
sp

ap
er

.
Di

sc
us

s 
th

e 
st

ep
s

of
 m

ak
in

g 
th

e
re

ci
pe

.  
Ga

th
er

 th
e

ne
ed

ed
 s

up
pl

ie
s

an
d 

in
gr

ed
ie

nt
s,

an
d 

pr
ep

ar
e 

th
e

re
ci

pe
 a

s 
a 

cl
as

s.
Di

sc
us

s 
w

ha
t

w
ou

ld
 h

ap
pe

n 
if 

a
st

ep
 in

 th
e 

di
re

ct
io

ns
 w

er
e

sk
ip

pe
d.

St
ud

en
ts

 w
ill

 u
se

th
e 

ne
w

sp
ap

er
 

to
 re

ad
 a

bo
ut

 a
fe

at
ur

ed
 

in
di

vi
du

al
, t

ak
in

g
no

te
 o

f t
he

 
fo

rm
at

 u
se

d 
to

co
nv

ey
 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n.

  

St
ud

en
ts

 w
ill

 u
se

th
e 

ne
w

sp
ap

er
 

to
 re

ad
 a

bo
ut

 a
ho

m
e 

im
pr

ov
em

en
t

id
ea

, m
ak

in
g 

no
te

of
 th

e 
ke

y 
fa

ct
s

an
d 

ex
tr

an
eo

us
de

ta
ils

.  

Ha
ve

 fu
n 

w
ith

 th
e

fo
llo

w
in

g 
di

re
ct

io
ns

: 
•

Fi
nd

 y
ou

r 
na

m
e

in
 th

e 
ne

w
s,

th
en

 c
al

l o
ut

 th
e

pa
ge

 n
um

be
r. 

•
Lo

ca
te

 a
 p

ic
tu

re
of

 s
om

eo
ne

do
in

g 
a 

go
od

de
ed

 th
en

 c
la

p
yo

ur
 h

an
ds

.
•

Fi
nd

 a
 p

ic
tu

re
 o

f
yo

ur
 fa

vo
rit

e
sp

or
t t

he
n 

ac
t i

t
ou

t.

Re
ad

 a
nd

 fo
llo

w
th

re
e-

st
ep

 
di

re
ct

io
ns

 to
 

pe
rf

or
m

 a
 ta

sk
.

Re
ad

 a
nd

 fo
llo

w
si

m
pl

e 
di

re
ct

io
ns

to
 fo

llo
w

 a
 ta

sk
.

Us
e 

th
e 

ne
w

sp
ap

er
to

 fo
llo

w
 s

im
pl

e
di

re
ct

io
ns

.  
Ch

oo
se

 o
ne

 o
f t

he
fo

llo
w

in
g:

• 
Cu

t o
ut

 th
e

le
tt

er
s 

in
 y

ou
r

na
m

e.
• 

Un
de

rli
ne

 a
 

he
ad

lin
e

• 
Cu

t o
ut

 p
ic

tu
re

s
of

 p
eo

pl
e

Re
ad

 a
nd

 fo
llo

w
 a

si
m

pl
e 

di
re

ct
io

n 
to

fo
llo

w
 a

 ta
sk

.

Re
ad

 a
nd

 fo
llo

w
m

ul
ti-

st
ep

 
di

re
ct

io
ns

 to
 

co
m

pl
et

e 
a 

co
m

pl
ex

ta
sk

Pl
ay

 “
Si

m
on

 S
ay

s”
w

ith
 th

e 
ne

w
sp

ap
er

. T
ak

e
tu

rn
s 

be
in

g 
Si

m
on

an
d 

gi
ve

 s
im

pl
e

in
st

ru
ct

io
ns

 s
uc

h
as

:
• 

Ci
rc

le
 a

 n
ou

n
• 

Na
m

e 
a 

he
ad

lin
e

on
 th

e 
fir

st
 p

ag
e

• 
Co

un
t t

he
 

pi
ct

ur
es

 o
n 

th
e

fir
st

 p
ag

e.

SMS

Re
ad

 a
nd

 fo
llo

w
th

re
e-

 a
nd

 fo
ur

st
ep

 d
ire

ct
io

ns
 to

pe
rf

or
m

 a
 ta

sk
.

Re
ad

 a
nd

 fo
llo

w
m

ul
ti-

st
ep

 
di

re
ct

io
ns

 to
 

pe
rf

or
m

 a
 ta

sk
.

Re
ad

 a
nd

 fo
llo

w
m

ul
ti-

st
ep

 
di

re
ct

io
ns

 to
 

pe
rf

or
m

 a
 c

om
pl

ex
ta

sk
.

Us
e 

th
e 

ne
w

sp
ap

er
to

 fo
llo

w
 s

im
pl

e
di

re
ct

io
ns

. T
ea

ch
er

w
ill

 w
ri

te
 t

he
 le

tt
er

of
 t

he
 d

ay
 o

n 
th

e
bo

ar
d 

w
ith

 a
 c

irc
le

ar
ou

nd
 it

. S
tu

de
nt

s
w

ill
 t

he
n 

ci
rc

le
 t

ha
t

le
tt

er
 in

 t
he

 p
ap

er
as

 m
an

y 
tim

es
 a

s
th

ey
 s

ee
 it

.

EX
TE

ND
 T

HE
 

AC
TI

VI
TY

:  
St

ud
en

ts
 s

til
l c

irc
le

th
e 

le
tt

er
 o

f t
he

 d
ay

,
bu

t t
he

y 
w

ill
 c

irc
le

ca
pi

ta
l l

et
te

rs
 in

 re
d

an
d 

lo
w

er
ca

se
 in

bl
ue

.

AL
L 

AB
OU

T 
M

E
M

UR
AL

:
Cu

t o
ut

 p
ic

tu
re

s
th

at
 d

es
cr

ib
e 

yo
u

an
d 

gl
ue

 th
em

 to
 a

pi
ec

e 
of

 p
ap

er
.  

Ea
ch

 s
tu

de
nt

 w
ill

w
rit

e 
si

m
pl

e 
di

re
ct

io
ns

, u
si

ng
th

e 
ne

w
sp

ap
er

, o
n

a 
no

te
 c

ar
d 

an
d

ex
ch

an
ge

 th
em

w
ith

 p
ee

rs
.

Cl
as

sm
at

es
 w

ill
ta

ke
 tu

rn
s 

fo
llo

w
in

g 
th

e
di

re
ct

io
ns

 o
n 

th
e

ca
rd

s.

Co
m

bi
ne

 t
he

se
th

re
e-

st
ep

 
di

re
ct

io
ns

 w
ith

re
vi

ew
in

g 
pa

rt
s

of
 s

pe
ec

h.
Dr

aw
 a

:
•

Re
d 

ci
rc

le
ar

ou
nd

 n
ou

ns
•

Bl
ue

 s
qu

ar
e

ar
ou

nd
 v

er
bs

•
Gr

ee
n 

tr
ia

ng
le

ar
ou

nd
ad

je
ct

iv
es

.
(Y

ou
 c

an
 d

o 
th

is
w

ith
 a

ny
 s

ki
ll.

)

W
rit

e 
a 

re
ci

pe
 fo

r
re

ad
in

g 
th

e 
ne

w
sp

ap
er

.  
Us

e
st

ep
-b

y-
st

ep
 

di
re

ct
io

ns
 to

ex
pl

ai
n 

ho
w

 to
 re

ad
th

e 
ne

w
sp

ap
er

.
M

ak
e 

su
re

 to
 u

se
tim

e 
or

de
r w

or
ks

(fi
rs

t, 
ne

xt
, l

as
t)

.
Tr

ad
e 

th
e 

re
ci

pe
s

w
ith

 c
la

ss
m

at
es

,
an

d 
tr

y 
it 

ou
t. 

 D
id

yo
ur

 p
ar

tn
er

 m
is

s
an

y 
st

ep
s?

  

Us
in

g 
th

e 
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 C
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 p
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 o
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 p
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at
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 c
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at
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:
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 p
oe

tr
y

an
d 

dr
am

a 
in

gr
ad

e-
le

ve
l t

ex
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:
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 p
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:
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 p
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:
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 p
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 b
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 c
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t c
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ee

d 
ex

tr
a

em
ph

as
is

.  
Lo

ok
fo

r 
ex

am
pl

es
 o

f
th

is
 in

 th
e 

se
ria

l
st

or
y.

 H
ig

hl
ig

ht
 o

r
ci

rc
le

 th
e 

w
or

ds
.

Lo
ca

te
 a

nd
:

• 
Ap

pl
y 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n

in
 ti

tle
, t

ab
le

 o
f

co
nt

en
ts

 a
nd

 
gl

os
sa

ry
• 

Re
co

gn
iz

e 
th

e
te

xt
 fe

at
ur

es
 o

f
fic

tio
n,

 p
oe

tr
y

an
d 

dr
am

a 
in

gr
ad

e-
le

ve
l t

ex
t

Lo
ca

te
 a

nd
 a

pp
ly

sp
ec

ifi
c 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

in
tit

le
, p

ic
tu

re
s 

an
d

ta
bl

e 
of

 c
on

te
nt

s

Ex
pl

ai
n 

th
at

 
ch

ap
te

r b
oo

ks
 a

re
di

vi
de

d 
in

to
 

se
ct

io
ns

, e
ac

h
w

ith
 a

 ti
tle

, o
r

he
ad

in
g.

 R
el

at
e

th
e 

sa
m

e 
to

 
ne

w
sp

ap
er

 s
er

ia
l

st
or

ie
s.

 W
ith

ou
t

re
ve

al
in

g 
th

e
ch

ap
te

r h
ea

di
ng

,
re

ad
 th
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.
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re
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 C
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*Measuring Up, Newspaper Association of America, www.naa.org

KIDS WHO READ NEWSPAPERS

DO BETTER
Research shows that students who use newspapers in the
classroom score better on standardized tests, continue
reading into adulthood, have greater civic understanding
and are more engaged in their communities.

Higher test scores, improved reading skills, greater civic awareness.




