
For thousands of years, newspapers 
have been the messengers of history. 
Today, newspapers are still sharing 
our stories – in multimedia. 

National Newspaper Week was 
initiated in 1940 to celebrate 
newspapers’ impact on communities. 

International Newspaper Carrier Day

During National Newspaper 
Week each year, we recognize 
the hundreds 
of thousands of 
newspaper carriers 
who deliver to 
130 million print 
readers every week.

Many former 
newspaper 
carriers have 
achieved national 
prominence in business, politics, 
entertainment and the press. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., John 
Wayne and Warren Buffett are 

among the former carriers who 
are now part of the Newspaper 

Carrier Hall of Fame, 
initiated in 1960 by the 
International Circulation 
Managers Association 
and now archived by the 
Newspaper Association of 
America.

Read the prestigious 
list of past newspaper 
carriers at naa.org/

Topics-and-Tools/Audience-and-
Circulation/Carriers-Independent-
Contractors/Newspaper-Carrier-
Hall-of-Fame.aspx.

National 
Newspaper 
Week

Earliest 
recorded 
newspaper, 
the Roman 
Acta Diurna.

First newspaper 
in America, 
Publick Occurrences, 
lasted four days 
before being 
shut down by the 
British colonial 
authorities.

169059BC

Johann Gutenberg 
invents the printing 
press, beginning 
the modern 
newspaper era.

1447

The Hartford Courant begins 
publishing as a weekly. 
Oldest US newspaper 
still publishing. George 
Washington was an 
advertising customer.

1764 1791

Bill of Rights 
added to the U.S. 
Constitution, 
guaranteeing 
Freedom of the 
Press with the 
First Amendment.

1833

The New York Sun begins 
selling for 1 cent. The 
Penny Press revolution 
made newspapers 
affordable for the 
general public.

1837

The invention 
of the telegraph 
transformed 
newspapers, 
allowing for more 
timely, relevant 
reporting. 

1846

Five US daily 
newspapers create the 
Associated Press (AP) to 
share costs of covering 
international news.

1886

Linotype 
introduced, 
allowing text to 
be composed 
using a 
90-character 
keyboard.

1890–1920

Period known as the 
“golden age” of print 
media. Newspapers 
became primary means 
of disseminating and 
receiving information.

1896

The Daily Graphic 
(New York) 
publishes first 
half-tone rather 
than engraved 
reproduction of 
a photo.

1980

The Columbus 
Dispatch is the 
first online 
newspaper in  
CompuServe/
AP dial-up 
experiment.

2015

Digital 
newspaper 
audience 
reaches 176 
million.

A newspaper 
is not just for 
reporting the 
news as it is, but 
to make people 
mad enough to 
do something 
about it.  
– Mark Twain

A good 
newspaper, I 
suppose, is a 
nation talking to 
itself.  
– Arthur Miller

The newspaper 
is in all its 
literalness 
the bible of 
democracy, the 
book out of 
which a people 
determines 
its conduct. – 
Walter Lippmann 

1903

Offset press 
introduced, 
revolutionizing 
printing.

1992

AP records news with 
digital cameras for 
the first time at the 
Democratic National 
Convention at Madison 
Square Garden.

Brought to you by your newspaper and the Missouri Press Association.

Learn more about the 
newspaper industry by 
visiting these websites: 

National Newspaper Association 
 – NNAweb.org 

Newspaper Association of America – NAA.org

American Press Institute – 
americanpressinstitute.org

Newspapers Matter to Our Communities

>	 Each week, 150 million 
Americans read a weekly 
newspaper.

>	 Newspapers are the 
most reliable source of 
information about local 
government activities, 
local events, schools, 
local politics, real estate, 
social services.

>  72 percent of Americans 
follow news closely, 
and newspapers are the 
dominant source of that 
information.

>	 Two-thirds of 
residents in 
small towns 
and cities 
read local 
newspapers 
and consider 
local 
newspapers 
their primary 
source of 
news and 
information.

>  Newspapers 
build civic 
engagement: 
The more 
people read 
newspapers, 
the greater 
their knowledge 
of American 
politics and the 
more likely they 
are to be active 
participants.

>  Newspaper use by 
children in the classroom 
raises standardized test 
scores.

>	 The Pew Center for 
Excellence in Journalism 
found that 90% of all 
national newspaper 
stories cite three or 
more sources, compared 
with just 20% of cable 
television stories.

>	 82 percent of Americans 
regularly read news on 
newspaper websites.


