Scotty carried his backpack to his bedroom and flung it
on a chair. It lay there untouched until the Brown family

= finished supper.

| math workbook and turned to page 44. In only a short time,

the two assigned pages were filled out.

Scotty admired what he had done in his workbook. Math
was easy, and he liked to see his workbook looking neat so
he wrote his letters and numbers clearly.

But now, with regular homework done, Scotty knew he
should start his research project. Downhearted, he reached
into his backpack and pulled out a book. The book was small
with a big color picture of President Truman on the cover.

Slowly, Scotty opened the book. The first thing he saw a
picture of a young boy wearing glasses. The boy in the
photograph looked almost like Scotty himself. Scotty smiled.
He never thought of himself looking like a President of the
United States. He had imagined looking like Harry Potter,
but never like a president.

Scotty read the words under the boy’s picture. The caption
said this was a picture of Harry Truman when he was 12 years
old. This time, Scotty laughed right out loud because he was
12 years old, the same age as the boy in the photograph.

Scotty’s attitude began to change as he turned another
page in the little book.

As Scotty began to read, again came the smile. President
Truman was born in Missouri — and that’s where Scotty
was born. The boy stopped and thought for a moment.
It seemed spooky that he had so much in common with
President Truman.

Maybe, he thought, learning about President Truman
wouldn’t be so bad after all. Scotty turned another page,
but he didn't read the words, he just looked at the pictures.
For almost an hour he studied the photographs in the book.
As he turned each page, he could see the young boy in the
round glasses growing up. There were pictures of him
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working on a farm, clerking in a clothing store, wearing a
military uniform and, at the very end, there were pictures
of Mr. Truman living with his wife and daughter in the
White House.

In one picture, there was a sign on the President’s desk.
The sign said, “The Buck Stops Here.” Scotty didn’t know
what that meant.

But it was bedtime. Carefully, Scotty carried the books to
his room and placed them on his desk.

Author Kay Hively and lllustrator
Billie Gofourth-Stewart are both

of Neosho, Missouri. Truman photo
by Harry Barth. Produced by

the Missouri Press Foundation.
Copyright 2007.
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