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they spoke d1ffefent fangudgd& 3
Lewis wanted to speakto
Sacagawea, he needed two
interpreters. It was important to
know who spoke what language.
Lewis and Clark often used
language chains to communicate
with the Indians. When Lewis and
Clark reached the Shoshone Indians
in present-day western Montana,
they were desperate to obtain horses
to cross the mountains. Fortunately,
Sacagawea spoke the Shoshone
language. It took five people to pass
along a message.

Today, many Indian languages
are in danger of being lost because
the younger generations are not
learning to speak them.

Activity

Help Meriwether Lewis,who speaks
only English,ask Cameahwait, who
speaks only Shoshone, for horses.

See if you can put the people in
the correct order to communicate
the message.*
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Did You Know?

Thomas Jefferson devised a list of vocabulary words
to compare vocabularies of Indian languages. Lewis collected
23 vocabularies, all of which were lost in an accident.
He was assuming that all cultures have words fo describe
certain things. This is not always the case.
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Sacagawea speaks

Captain Lewis Francois Labiche Cameahwait
speaks English Hidatsa and speaks English and | speaks Shoshone
Shoshone several Indian

languages but not
Shoshone
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