HANDBOOK ON CITIZENSHIP

CHAPTER 5

Being a Responsible
Citizen Means Voting

As you read your local newspaper, notice all the articles about the
national, state and local government. Read the editorial columns and the
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Voting is our strongest voice on the town council and the school board. tim eer poiizlo.r"? are
Voting is how we let Congress and the Missouri General Assembly know g Nitieg
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the people have more power than the government. Voting is the most
effective check people have on government.

The right to vote has been a hard fought battle for some groups. Until
the Voting Rights Act of 1965, many African-Americans were denied
the right to vote because of unfair local rules, like poll taxes and literacy
tests. Women did not get -
the right to vote until the
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