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Another Side of 
Citizenship: Privileges 
and Responsibilities

Being a United States citizen comes not only with certain rights, but also 
with certain privileges and many responsibilities. What is the difference 
between a right and a privilege? 

A United States citizen has a right to vote and the government must have 
a really good reason for taking that right away. A privilege is something 
that the government allows you to have and can make rules about it.  

One example of a privilege is driving. Before you can drive, you must 
have a driver’s license. Before you can get a license, you must pass both a 
written and driving test. If you drive while drunk or 
on drugs, the government can take away your license.

A popular saying is “Freedom is not free.” How do 
we make sure we keep our rights and our privileges? 
We must be responsible citizens. The foremost civic 
responsibility is voting. But there are other ways to be 
civically responsible: respecting the rights of others, 
serving in the military, respecting the environment 
and volunteering.
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Some civic 

responsibilities:

• Voting.

• Obeying the law.

• Paying taxes.

• Serving on a jury.

Classroom Activities:All Grade Levels: 1. Interview your teacher about how 

teaching is a privilege—something the 

government regulates. Ask how someone 

can lose the privilege of being a teacher.

2. Brainstorm about what kinds of activities 

and professions require licenses from the 

government.
3. Brainstorm about what a responsible 

citizen looks like. List the ways that 

students can demonstrate responsible 

citizenship.Missouri Standards Alignment: 

Grades K-8:  SS3, SS6; 1.2, 1.4. 3.1, 4.2; 1-A, 1-B 1-C.

Grades 9-12:  SS3, SS6; 4.2; 1-A, 1-B, 1-C.


