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Rights, Rights and
More Rights

Talking about our rights is an American pastime because our nation’s
history is largely about fighting for our rights. Most of the colonists came
here to have the right to practice their religion. The colonists told the
king in the 1776 Declaration of Independence that he was interfering
with their rights. In 1787, the Framers of the Constitution established

a government for the sole reason to protect people’s rights. In the 20th

century, African-Americans and women struggled to have their rights
protected.

What is a right? A right is something that you were born with and can
only be taken away for an extremely good reason. When people are asked
to name a right, most answer, “Freedom of speech.” This is a right, but

it cannot be used to spread lies or put someone else in danger. United
States citizens have rights that non-citizens do not. All Americans need

to know their rights and be responsible for helping keep those rights.

Personal rights include: Political rights include:

e Freedom of religion. e Having the Miranda rights

e Freedom of speech. read when arrested.

e Freedom to associate with o Voting

whom we want to. e Havinga jury trial.

e Freedom to meet
in groups.
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