
MMODEL READINGODEL READING
Let your child see you read and write often. When you
value reading and writing, your child will view them with
pleasure.

ORORAL READINGAL READING
Begin reading aloud to your child as a baby. Continue read-
ing orally to your child long after she is reading on her
own. Your child will learn expression, increase her vocab-
ulary, improve listening skills and enjoy time with you.

RE-READING BOOKSRE-READING BOOKS
Read favorite books over and over again. This offers bene-
fits for your child; he is learning how to predict what will
happen next and the order in which events happen in the
story. Only YOU are tired of the same book. So, enjoy any-
way!

READING MAREADING MATERIALSTERIALS
Provide lots of reading materials at home. Make sure that
books, newspapers, magazines, etc. are readily available in
various areas of the home and are included in play areas.

TIMETIME
Make reading time a priority. With busy schedules, it is
easy for reading to get pushed aside for other activities.
Reading is a skill and improves with practice. Research
shows us that children who spend as little as 30 minutes a
day reading are more likely to become good readers. Fit in
little bits of reading time whenever you can.

FFAMILAMILY READINGY READING
Plan family reading time when the entire family reads
together, either aloud or silently.

BOOKS AS GIFTSBOOKS AS GIFTS
Consider giving books as gifts. This sends a positive mes-
sage that books are fun and exciting.

PRPRAACTICECTICE
Practice, practice, practice! Reading is like a sport. The
more you read, the better you get at it! As parents, we can
increase this reading practice time greatly!

WRITINGWRITING
Encourage your child to write letters, make her own cards
or write in a journal. Recognize that even your child’s early
writing (scribble) has meaning that she can tell you about.

READING FOR INFORMAREADING FOR INFORMATIOTIONN
Help your child learn to extract information from text by
encouraging him to find answers for you in newspaper
text. Have him read the movie listings for show times or
find the location of a community event you plan to
attend.

CHILDREN AS ACHILDREN AS AUTHORSUTHORS
Help or encourage your child to write her own books and
recognize her as an author. Treat these books as special by
including these books on a shelf with other books that you
go back to and read again.

READ FOR FUNREAD FOR FUN
Make up the voice for a grumpy
old troll. Try a foreign accent. Act
out zany characters. Take turns
reading. Young children can
“read” the pictures. If you enjoy
reading, chances are, so will
your children.

LIBRLIBRARARYY
Make frequent trips to the
library. This can be an enjoy-
able outing for your family
and a time when adults
can role model checking
out books to read for
pleasure. Remember
to check out books
about activities
your child is
involved in. Look
for recommend-
ed book lists, such
as The Missourian’s
Book Buzz Picks.

QQUESUESTIOTIONSNS
While reading with your child, ask him questions about the
story and encourage him to imagine. This conversation
with your child will build his comprehension and language
skills.

SHARE BOOKSSHARE BOOKS
Share some of your favorite books with your child (either
childhood favorites or for older children, some great read-
ing YOU are doing now.)

INDEPENDENT READERSINDEPENDENT READERS
Provide reading materials that match your child’s interests.
Respect your child as an expert in the areas he has read up
on. Encourage him to stop occasionally in his reading and

ask himself what has happened so far and pre-
dict what will happen next.

VVARIETARIET YY
Choose books with a variety of styles, such as
fairy tales, mysteries, fiction, non-fiction,

poetry and folk tales.

NNO WRO WROONG WNG WAAYY
Remember, if you read with your child,
you cannot do it wrong! If your child is

reading and gets stuck on a word,
however you help him is fine.
Some ideas: re-read the sentence;
sound it out; look for clues; tell
him the word.

READING READINESS READING READINESS TIPSTIPS
Look at the book together

and ask your child to tell
you what he thinks the

book will be about.
Point to words as you
read. Let your child
finish a familiar sen-
tence in a book as
you point to the
words.

EARLEARLY READING SKILLSY READING SKILLS
Encourage your child to go back and reread a sentence
when she reads a word incorrectly and it did not make
sense. Praise your child for her great reading!

READING WITH READERSREADING WITH READERS
Take turns reading aloud with your child – one chapter at a
time, or one page at a time. Praise him for reading 
on his own. Continue to make reading time together special.

INFORMAINFORMATIOTIONNAL AL TEXTTEXT
Read aloud to your child from newspapers, magazines,
menus – any informational text. Children “develop an ear”
for this important type of text by hearing it read aloud.

ASK QASK QUESUESTIOTIONSNS
What do you think will happen next? Why did she do that?
How did he know that? What’s happened so far? How
would you make the story different?

EXPECT INTERREXPECT INTERRUPTIOUPTIONSNS
Children just can’t wait to share their thoughts, so let
them. And the answer to the question “Can we read it
again? Is “Sure we can!”

NURNURTURE READING ATURE READING AND WRITINGND WRITING
They go hand in hand. Just as you need books in your
home, you need paper and pencils too. Children enjoy jot-
ting down the grocery list. Journals and diaries are
favorites of young writers.

READ NEWSPREAD NEWSPAPERSAPERS
The Missourian is an inexpensive reading resource for 
families, filled with educational content, pictures and
information that connects your child to his community.

ENJOENJOY Y THE MTHE MOOMENTMENT
Tempus fugit. Time flies. Soon, your children will be pass-
ing on the gift of literacy to their children. Be sure they
have a rich legacy to hand on.

Many of these resources are from 
Practical Parenting Partnerships www.pppctr.org 

Newsbee’s Tips for Reading Together
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