
Many people went to work immediately 
to help rescue those trapped in the debris or 

to care for those who were injured. Others organized shelters where 
people could sleep, eat and get clothing and other basic necessities. 
Among the first responders were 119 fire and rescue services and 68 
ambulance districts from across Missouri. They were honored in 
April at a ceremony at the state Capitol in Jefferson City, and all 
received medals.

Eight-year-old Lexi, heard a warning on television that 
a tornado was heading toward her city. She insisted that 
her parents stop what they were doing and get in the car 
immediately to seek shelter at her grandparents’ house, 
which has a basement.

Her mom and dad thought they would finish dinner 
first, but Lexi wouldn’t let them. By going to her 
grandparents’ house, they were safe and later 
learned that their home was destroyed. Had they 
stayed there, they might not have survived. Lexi was 
honored by the American Red Cross as an Everyday 
Hero and will receive a bronze cross for lifesaving this fall 
from the Girl Scouts.

Augie, a 9-year-old Joplin boy, was safe because of good decisions 
by his mother, Natalie. She instructed him to put on his bike helmet, 

thinking of potential debris thrown up by the twister. When 
the tornado hit their home, the bathroom toilet was ripped 

from the floor and thrown through the air, striking 
Augie in the head. “I saw the tornado warning, I heard 

the sirens, I looked outside and I saw the dark cloud, and we 
made the split-second decision to take a blanket, take a pillow 

and our little puppy” and put them all with Augie inside the tub, 
overlaying it with a bed mattress, Natalie said. Their home was 
badly damaged, but Augie, his mother and the puppy survived.
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In the weeks and months that followed, more than 
125,000 volunteers from across the U.S. poured into Joplin 
to help shovel debris, to set up distribution centers where people 
could go for food and toiletries, and to begin rebuilding or repairing 
homes. Some of them ended up staying and still are volunteering 
today. 

Progress has been made: Schools were set up in vacant warehouses 
and a local mall and started on time on Aug. 17. Many of the 
damaged or destroyed businesses have rebuilt and reopened, and 
new homes are popping up every day.

On May 22, the city will remember 
those who lost their lives and 

those who helped with a Unity 
Walk.

Making Progress

What is a Tornado?
“Tornado” was a 14-century sailor’s word for a violent, windy 

thunderstorm. The word may have come from the Spanish word 
“tronada,” which means thunderstorm. Tornadoes are funnel- or 
cone-shaped clouds with winds that can reach up to 300 miles per 
hour and cause damage for miles.

They usually occur in March through August, but they 
can form at any time. They can happen in any state, but 
usually touch down in the Central Plains or Midwestern 
states — an area known as “Tornado Alley.” 

Meteorologists rate tornadoes according to their size 
and strength on a scale of 1 to 5. An EF-5, the kind that hit 
Joplin and Duquesne, is the most powerful. It also was the 
deadliest tornado in 60 years.

At 5:41 p.m. on May 22, 2011, a 
tornado touched down in Joplin and 
was on the ground for six miles. 

It tracked into the neighboring town of Duquesne and 
then rural areas. At times it was at least one mile wide. 
It damaged or destroyed 8,000 homes, 18,000 cars, 400 
businesses, injured more than 1,000 people and killed 161.

Some of the buildings damaged or destroyed included 
schools, churches, restaurants and other businesses, and St. 
John’s Medical Center — one of the town’s two hospitals.

After the tornado, there was no electricity in the destruction 
zone for about a week, and the city was without water. The area was 
declared a federal disaster area.

First responders:  
Heroes to the 
rescue

Safety: What 
should I do?

Emergency management officials say the most 
important thing anyone can do to prevent injury or death 
during a tornado is to seek shelter as soon as tornado sirens 

sound. The safest places are tornado shelters, basements, 
and closets, bathrooms or rooms with no windows. Many 

people who survived the Joplin tornado took cover in their 
bathtubs and covered themselves with blankets to protect 

against flying debris.

FEMA advises families to prepare for stormy weather by making 
a plan for what they will do when the tornado sirens sound and by 
putting together a home emergency kit. A basic emergency supply 
kit could include the following recommended items:

•	Water (one gallon of water per person per day for 
at least three days, for drinking and sanitation)

•	Food (at least a three-day supply of non-
perishable food)

• Battery-powered or hand-crank radio and 
     a NOAA Weather Radio with tone alert 
       and extra batteries for both

 • Flashlight and extra batteries

 • First aid kit

 • Whistle to signal for help

 • Dust mask (to help filter 
        contaminated air) and  

      plastic sheeting and duct tape to 
          shelter-in-place

  • Wrench or pliers to turn off utilities

  •  Local maps

   •  Cell phone with chargers, inverter or solar charger

Augie’s bike helmet saves 
the day!

This special feature was written by Andra Stefanoni of The Joplin Globe and 
produced by the Missouri Press Foundation.

For a complete list of recommended items for a Basic Emergency Kit, visit ready.gov

What happened to Joplin?

Joplin Recovery Fund

allocates donations

BY CONNIE FARROW

Special to the Globe

Amy Jump watched intently

Tuesday as two movers carried

her new coffee table from the fur-

niture truck through the sliding

glass doors and into her new home

at 2424 S. Joplin Ave.

“We’re not going to have room

for all of this stuff,” she declared

as the movers set the wood table

down in the living room. A three-

piece leather sofa sectional and

two end tables already crowded

the room.

Jump, 33, considered it a good

problem. The home of Jump, her

husband and three children was

destroyed last May 22. The family

purchased furniture in September

in anticipation of moving back in

by Thanksgiving, but moving day

was delayed after she ran into con-

tractor problems. The Jumps

turned to Catholic Charities of

Southern Missouri for help.

“You might be able to make it all

fit,” encouraged Norma Hernan-

dez, the disaster case manager

from Catholic Charities. She 

has been working with the Jump
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H.E. BLAINE, the first dean of

Joplin Junior College, retired in

May 1947 after 55 years as an

educator, including 10 years at

the junior college. The Globe re-

ported that a retirement dinner

honoring Blaine and his wife in-

cluded a talk by Dorothy Friend,

of the University of Missouri

speech department; remem-

brances from students; and a

gift of a new billfold containing

$277 from alumni, students,

faculty and staff members.
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Lions Club member and

barbecue aficionado

shares tips for smoking

perfect ribs. 1C
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Drivers getting

a break at the

pump. 7B

XIAOYU WU, a student at

Missouri Southern

State University, has

been named a recipient

of the Ruth I. Kolpin

Broadcasting

Scholarship for the

2012-13 academic year.

Missouri Southern’s

KGCS-TV recently pre-

sented the

scholarship

and other

awards to

students

during the

annual

recognition

ceremony for the

Department of

Communications.

Wu is from Qingdao,

China.

The Kolpin scholar-

ship, an endowed schol-

arship through the

Missouri Southern

Foundation, was award-

ed to two students for

2012-13. 

The scholarship was

established in 2003 to

honor one of Southwest

Missouri’s pioneers in

broadcasting.

Do you know someone who

deserves mention in

“Notable”? Send an email to

aostmeyer@joplinglobe.com

or call 417-627-7281.

      SATURDAY
lodge now open!

Hwy 10 N of Grove

918.786.8528
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POLL: The Missouri House has

approved a measure to block

rating systems from being used

at child care centers and

preschools. Do you think rating

systems are needed? Weigh in

on the Globe’s online poll at

joplinglobe.com.

Online now

BY ANDRA BRYAN STEFANONI

astefanoni@joplinglobe.com

WEBB CITY, Mo. — As Di-

ana Williams, Cardinal Pride

director of bands, on Tues-

day night introduced a Webb

City High School jazz band

tongue-in-cheek tradition, a

bawdy tune called “The

Stripper,” someone put a red

boa around her neck.

“I don’t know how this tra-

dition got started,” she said

with a laugh. “But what hap-

pens here stays here.”

But students, staff mem-

bers and parents who spoke

before the concert about

Williams’ impact during her

16-year tenure told a differ-

ent story: They said her in-

fluence has taken the reputa-

tion of the Webb City band

program far beyond the audi-

torium walls.

“She’s done a whole lot for

the school and for me,” said

City Council still d
oesn’t

have pay plan in place

BY DEBBY WOODIN

dwoodin@joplinglobe.com

Joplin city employees are to

receive a 3 percent across-the-

board pay increase.

City Manager Mark Rohr

told the City Council on Mon-

day night that no raises have

been given since November

2010, and that all city employ-

ees performed admirably to

help with the rescue and re-

covery efforts after the 2011

tornado.

“The city does a good job of

maintaining its infrastruc-

ture,” Rohr told the council

during its informal meeting,

BY JOSH LETNER

jletner@joplinglobe.com

A Missouri House bill that

would require high school stu-

dents in the state to learn car-

diopulmonary resuscitation

could be dead in the water, but

a last-minute push by charita-

ble organizations and maneu-

vering by the bill’s Senate

sponsor could give the legisla-

tion a second chance.

House Bill 1337, introduced

by Rep. Rick Stream, R-Kirk-

wood, would require that all

high school students in Mis-

souri receive CPR training as

Volunteers Bobbie Dodson (left) and Joan Breece from Lafayette-Orinda (Calif.) P
resbyterian Church put the elbow grease into

cleanup Tuesday at the new home of the Amy Jump family in Joplin. Dodson and Breece were volunteering through the torna-

do-recovery efforts of Catholic Charities of Southern Missouri at the home on South Joplin Avenue.
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Norma Hernandez, Catholic Charities case manager, on Tuesday goes

over details with Amy Jump about her new home.
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678 gifts

THE JOPLIN 

RECOVERY FUND

has received 678

gifts, ranging from

$5 to $1.5 million,

said Louise Knauer,

spokeswoman for

the Community

Foundation of the

Ozarks, the parent

organization for the

Community Foun-

dation of South-

west Missouri. As

of Tuesday, 30

grants totaling

$2.43 million have

been awarded from

the $3.625 million

the fund has col-

lected, Knauer

said.

‘Amazing’ gifts

CPR bill

still has

support

Lafayette House, Catholic Charities receive grants

City

workers

to get 

a raise

SEE PAY RAISE, 8A

SEE CPR BILL, 8A

SEE GIFTS, 8A

SEE BANDS, 6A

Diana Williams, Webb City High School band director, directs the

Jazz I Band during a concert Tuesday night in Barton Theater at

the school. The event marked the final performance for Williams

and Michael Oglesby, junior high band director.
GLOBE | ROGER NOMER

Webb City celebrates 

work of band directors

The Joplin Globe newspaper went
to press just one hour late—at  
1 a.m.—on the morning of May 23. 
Despite the loss of a colleague and 
many of their own homes in the 
tornado, the staff was on the job 
providing news and information 
for their readers. Missouri Press 
Association has documented 
the staff’s efforts in a film, 
“Deadline in Disaster.”

One   Year Later

Lexi, an everyday hero!


