
A. Using a perpetual calendar, find out which day of the week   
  the golden spike was driven. Find out who actually drove 
  the spike.

B. On a map, find Promontory Summit. In what state is it 
  located? Draw and color pictures of a silver bell and a 
  golden spike. How long was the Transcontinental Railroad?

C. The transcontinental railroad meant progress for the United  
  States in 1869. Look in your newspaper for stories that   
  describe progress for your community, your state or the   
  United States today.  

STANDARDS: G1:1; G1:2; G1:4; G1:8; G2:7; SS7; M2; S6

Chapter Twelve – by Kay Hively
On May 10, 1869, Molly and her family went into Cheyenne and 
boarded a special rail car on the Union Pacific. The train was filled 
with dignitaries going to the ceremony at Promontory Summit 
where the two tracks would meet. Everyone wanted to see the 
last spike put in place. Then America would have a transcontinental 
railroad, connecting the country from east to west.

It was cold when Molly and her family boarded the train early 
that morning. Molly wore her new Christmas dress and a little 
cape to keep her shoulders warm. Around her neck she wore 
the necklace that Black Feather had given her. 

Soon after Molly and her family were seated, the train began its 
journey westward. In a very short time, they left the flat plains 
and began climbing into the mountains. Molly sat by a window 
and watched as the little train chugged along. She had never 
been so high into the mountains. 

The ride to Promontory Summit did not take long. When they 
were close to the meeting of tracks, the train eased to a stop. 
Another train in front of them was already parked at the meeting 
site. Molly could see men walking about, waiting for the ceremony. 
Looking far down the track, Molly could see that a Union Pacific 
train was poised nose to nose with a train from the Central 
Pacific. The spike would be driven where the two trains met. 

Molly and her family left the train and walked to the place where 
everyone had gathered for the ceremony. The crowd was filled 

with men of every size and shape. Many of the men who had 
built the railroad were there to see their work complete. There 
were also men in fancy suits and, of course, there were soldiers 
in the crowd – even an army band from Fort Douglas. 

Everyone was crowding around the spot where the spike would 
be driven. Captain Hankins hoisted Molly up on his shoulders so 
she could see the ceremony. As she sat on her father’s shoulders 
Molly looked around at all the people. To her great surprise, she 
saw Black Feather. Sweet Flower was sitting on his shoulders just 
as Molly was sitting on her father's shoulders. 

Molly begged her father to go stand by Black Feather so they 
could watch everything together. Soon the two families stood 
side by side. Molly held her breathe as she watched the dignitaries. 
One man in a fancy suit was carrying the spike which would be 
driven into the wooden tie. Molly’s eyes popped wide open when 
she saw that the spike was made of gold. 

After a few speeches and a prayer, the historic moment had come. 
Molly watched as the sledgehammer fell. A great cheer rose up 
from the crowd as the golden spike was driven. Molly cheered 
and clapped her hands.  

But, over the noise of the crowd, Molly heard a familiar sound. 
Sweet Flower was ringing her bell. The two girls began to laugh. 

The two girls took turns ringing the little silver bell to celebrate 
the big golden spike.

Author Kay Hively and Illustrator 
Billie Gofourth-Stewart both live 
in Neosho, Mo. Produced by the 
Missouri Press Foundation.  
Copyright 2007.

Things to Think About and Do



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


