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Editor’s Note
The first edition of the Missouri Gazette was lifted from 

the Ramage press on July 12, 1808. The Gazette was four 

pages, printed front and back, on paper 12 inches long and 

8 inches wide.
For this story, which is a work of historical fiction, 

Gabe Martin was a fictional character based on the life 

of my actual apprentice, Nathan Paschall, who was 
12 years old when I hired him as a printer’s devil in 1812. 
Paschall gathered news for the Missouri Gazette and 

wrote editorials. When my son Edward Charless bought the 

newspaper in 1822, Paschall stayed on. Six years thereaf-

ter, Edward took Nathan into partnership and made him an 

editor of the Gazette, which was renamed the Missouri 

Republican.
Ours really was a newspaper family. In 1820, my 
stepson, Robert McCloud, published the first newspaper 

in St. Charles, Missouri, and named it the Missourian. 
In the history books I’m known as “The Father of 
Missouri Journalism.” But there’s another title 
I much prefer — “Printer to the Territory.” 
That’s how I referred to myself on the front page of each edition of the Missouri Gazette. Joseph Charless, 1772-1834

LEARN MORE

Research the history of 

your community newspa-

per. As a class, write a let-

ter to your newspaper 

sharing what you found 

most interesting in 

“Pressing West,” and what 

you learned about your 

newspaper’s history.

Written by 
Chris Stuckenschneider. 
cstucky@charter.net
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