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Newspaper Integration:

· Cut out newspaper articles to make a current event book that includes articles of current space news.

· Continue current events books to include Internet news data.

· Find the current price of eggs in the local food sections. Research the price of eggs in the late 1800s on the Internet.

· Find the price of a ranch in the real estate section of the newspaper classified section. Compare the cost to the price of the ranch in the late 1800s.

· Look in the arts and entertainment section of the newspaper to find out if there are any local exhibits on space or planetarium showings.

Captain of the Universe

Chapter One
Vocabulary:


Hurried, strained, decorated, wondered, scattered

Words in Context:


Look at the vocabulary words. What do they all have in common?

Language Skills:


Write a synonym for each vocabulary word.

Writing Extension:

What activity do you enjoy most with a family member? Write about an activity that you enjoy during your leisure time with a family member.

Research:


Find out more about the planet Jupiter. Write a mini report on it.


Include the following information:

· Where is it in relation to the Earth?

· Tell its size, color and any distinguishing features.

Graphic Organizer:


Using a Venn Diagram, compare and contrast Earth to Jupiter.

Art:

Draw a picture of Jupiter or draw a picture of the night sky as described in the story.

Think About It:

What year do you think this story takes place and why? Are there hints from the story? Keep a list of hints from the story as you read.

The Ponderer:


What question do you want to find an answer to?

Captain of the Universe

Chapter Two

Vocabulary:


Planets, telescope, globe, stars, sky

Language Skills:


Using a dictionary, write a definition for each word.

Words in Context:


Write a paragraph using each of the vocabulary words.

 Writing Extension:


Write about a time you went to visit a relative and your adventure during the visit.

Research:

Investigate telescopes. Write a mini report on telescopes. Or make a timeline of the telescope and how it has advanced over the years.

Graphic Organizer:

List each planet, its ordinal location and the distinguishing characteristics for each.

Art:

Draw or make the solar system.

Think About It:

Explain the difference between a star and a planet.

The Ponderer:


Is there human life on any other planet that we know of? Why or why not?

Captain of the Universe

Chapter Three

Vocabulary:


Adventure, explore, unknown, interesting

Words in Context:


Use each vocabulary word to write an analogy.

Language Skills:


Use each word in a question.

Writing Extension:

Write about a book that someone shared with you. Tell what happened in the book, why you liked it and who shared it with you.

Research:

Eddie visited Springfield. How many states have a “Springfield.” Show them on a U.S. map.

Art:

Draw one of the many constellations. Write a paragraph about it. Or, draw a cover for your favorite book and write a summary.

Think About It:

Compare how the sailors and slaves used the sky to guide them.

The Ponderer:


Create a list of natural signposts that are used as guides.

Captain of the Universe

Chapter Four

Vocabulary:


Buggy, wagon, reins, marbles, picnic basket

Words in Context:

Use the local news to find a modern word that might replace the vocabulary word. Highlight it and write a sentence or two explaining why you chose the word.

Language Skills:


Describe and illustrate each vocabulary word.

Writing Extension:

Write about a time you attended a big family dinner. Be sure to tell the 5 W’s.

Research:

What is an astronomer? Find out about it. Write a report and tell what they do in today’s world.

Graphic Organizer:


Create a 5 W’s sheet to help you plan your story in the Writing Extension. 

Art:

Choose one of the games played by Eddie with his new friends. Draw a picture of them playing it.

Think About It:

How long did it take to travel from Springfield to Mansfield? Estimate the time and distance if the following is true:

If Eddie and his grandparents left at 5 a.m. and stopped 30 minutes for lunch. The buggy traveled at 8 miles per hour. They arrived at noon. How many miles did they travel and how long did it take?

The Ponderer:


We now have two city names, can we find out which state they were in?

Captain of the Universe

Chapter Five

Vocabulary:


Promised, gather, eager, invent, scrambled

Words in Context:

Write a sentence using each word. Or write a paragraph which includes all of the words.

Language Skills:


Using a thesaurus, find two synonyms for each vocabulary word.

Writing Extension:

Write about an invention that you thought of making. Tell what it is, what it is used for, and why you would make it.

Research:

Find out about chickens … how many different varieties, how many eggs they lay, etc.

Graphic Organizer:


List things that come in dozens vs. things that come in pairs.

Art:

Draw the invention you wrote about above. Label the parts. Or, based on the description in the chapter, draw the Hubble Ranch.

Think About It:

What is a baker’s dozen? Where did the idea come from?

The Ponderer:


Ranching was profitable then. Is it as profitable now? Why or why not?

Captain of the Universe

Chapter Six

Vocabulary:


pure, medicine, strong, healthy, doctor

Words in Context:


Use each word above to write a five sentence personal pledge of fitness.

Language Skills:

Tell the parts of speech for each vocabulary word (noun, verb, etc.).

Writing Extension:

Write an essay about the ways you will work to keep your mind and body strong and healthy. Be sure to tell why it is important.

Research:

Find out about one of the body systems: circulatory, respiratory, digestion, skeletal, nervous. Or, research the food pyramid and discuss good health for people in your age group.

Art:

Create your own map of one of the body systems or the food pyramid for your class. Or create your own map of the constellations in your classroom.

Think About It:

How would you feel in outer space without gravity?

The Ponderer:


What specialized training is required of the astronauts?

Captain of the Universe

Chapter Seven

Vocabulary:


Puzzled, surprised, assembled, headed, Ozarks

Words in Context:

Look at the words in the story. Determine the definition for each word from the way it is used in the sentence in the story.

Language Skills:


Use each word in an exclamatory remark.

Writing Extension:

Write a story about receiving a gift that you really wanted. Be sure to tell when you received it, from whom and what it was.

Research:

Research one of the modern scientific fields that Eddie could go into. Write a mini report on it.

Art:

Draw and label the parts of a telescope.

Think About It:

What area of science most interests you?

The Ponderer:
You are about to start a new civilization on another planet. You can only have six people on the space craft. The following are among those you must choose from to go with you. Who would you choose and why? Research each one carefully to determine their pros and cons. Make your decision about which five will make the trip with you.

The doctor

The agriculturalist (farmer)

The architect

The inventor

The seamstress

The chemist (to purify water)

The construction worker

The nurse

The pharmacist
Captain of the Universe

Chapter Eight

Vocabulary:


instrument, mounted, astonished, observatory, discoveries, universe

Words in Context:

Use each word in an analogy.

Language Skills:


Label each word with the correct parts of speech.

Writing Extension:

Write a biography for Edwin “Eddie” Hubble.

Research:

Research Edwin Hubble and create a timeline of his life.

Art:

Draw a picture of the Hubble Space Telescope.

Think About It:

What would you like to be when you grow up?

The Ponderer:


Everyone of us has a purpose: What is yours?

Captain of the Universe

Assessment

1. Eddie learns about all of the following from his grandfather, except:

a.  stars


b.  planets

c.  globes


d.  the sky

2. Eddie liked to spend time with grandma:

a.  talking about stars

b.  walking in the field

c.  reading books

d.  looking at constellations

3. Eddie played all of the following games with his new friends, except:

a.  stickball


b.  kickball

c.  hide and seek

d.  marbles

4. In the story, it says Eddie “rattled like a sewing machine.” It means:

a. Eddie was loud and noisy

b. Eddie talked constantly

c. Eddie was figidity and moved up and down

d. Eddie hummed as he ate

5. Eddie wanted to be a better reader for all of the reasons, except:

a. he wanted to be able to read by himself

b. he wanted to read adventure books

c. he wanted to read all the books in the world

d. he wanted to learn other things

6. Eddie received the best gift for his eighth birthday. It was:

a. a trip to see his other grandparents again

b. a telescope

c. a globe

d. a model of the planets

7. When Eddie grew up, he became a:

a. lawyer like his father

b. a doctor like Grandfather James

c. a rancher

d. an astronomer

Short Answer Questions:

1. Eddie’s biggest discovery was:

2. What is an observatory?

3. Why do you think they named the Hubble Space Telescope after Eddie?
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