A Place at the Table

CHAPTER 7:

A Suprise Gift

by Kay Hively

dark frown crossed Mrs. Peterson's face as she examined

Libby's new dress. In her soft gentle voice, she asked how
the dress was torn.

Libby stood quietly for several seconds, deciding what to
say. She could say she had fallen down. She could say she
caught the dress on a desk at school. She
could even say she accidentally
cut it with scissors.

Instead, she told the
truth.

Mama Peterson
listened as Libby told
about the fight. With
all her heart, Libby
wished she had
ignored the remark
about being a dirty
little orphan train kid. —
Telling her new mother ——
about the fight was worse
than hearing Jack's words.

When Libby finished her story, Mama Peterson told her
to go upstairs, put on her old dress, and leave the new dress
on the hall table.

Libby just knew that she would be sent back to the
orphanage. All her dreams of a place at the table were
shattered. Even Sophie looked sad.

When Libby came back downstairs, she saw three plates
on the dining table. Well, she thought, for at least one more
meal there was a place for her.

In the kitchen, Libby helped all she could. Just as
everything was ready for dinner, Papa Peterson came home.
He kissed Mrs. Peterson and gave Libby a hug. Libby felt bad
again. Once he found out about her fight, Papa Peterson
probably would have no more hugs for her.

At the dinner table Papa talked and talked. He was
excited because Christmas was coming. Business was good
at his store, he said. Everyone was Christmas shopping.

Libby was glad Papa talked so much. She was in no hurry
to tell him about the fight.

While Libby and Mama Peterson were washing the
supper dishes, there was a knock at the front door. Papa opened
the door and invited someone inside. Then he called Libby's name.

——

Libby and Mrs. Peterson went into the living room where
they found Jack Kendell and a short heavy-set man. Jack
apologized again and handed Libby a package wrapped
in bright paper. Then the heavy-set man shook Libby's hand.
He said he was Jack's father. He apologized and said his son
had learned a lesson from his mistake.

Libby thanked Mr. Kendell for coming to see her, and she
thanked Jack for the gift.
After Jack and his father left, Libby told Papa about
__ her fight. Then she asked Papa if she should go upstairs
and pack her old clothes. Papa only laughed and said
_ o there were many things worse than licking a bully. He
said he was glad she stood up for herself, but he made
her promise to never again fight on the school
grounds. He told her to learn new ways to settle
problems.
Libby promised to control her temper, and she
even promised to make friends with Jack.
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CLASSROOM/HOME EXTENSIONS -
THINGS TO THINK ABOUT AND DO:

What do you think would have happened if
Libby had told her new mother that she tore her
new dress on a desk at school? Is there ever a
time when it is okay to tell a lie?

Draw a picture of the Christmas tree you think
the Petersons will put in their house. Decorate the
tree with something that is square, something that
is a perfect circle and something that is a friangle.
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