A Place at the Table

CHAPTER 6: Off to School

by Kay Hively

he weekend passed quickly. Libby and her new mother

worked to get ready for school. Mr. Peterson even walked
Libby past the big Newton County Courthouse, and taught her
how to get to school by herself.

On Monday morning, Libby dressed in her new red and
black plaid dress and walked to school. She also wore the
little coat and the little black cap she had on the orphan train.

Libby's first day at school was just perfect. She liked her
teacher, Mrs. Murphy, and even made friends with two girls
who sat near her. That first day, Mrs. Murphy divided the class
into two groups for a spelling bee.

Libby did very well and won second place. She couldn't
wait to tell her parents. When the school bell rang, Libby put
on her coat and cap and picked up the books she was taking
home. As she and her two new friends walked across the
school yard, Libby heard someone call her name.

Then she heard Jack Kendell call her "one of those dirty
little orphan train kids."
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Libby's face turned red and she charged into a small group
of boys. She soon had Jack squirming on the cold, hard
ground. She pressed hard on the back of his head, pushing his
face into the dirt. Only after he said he was sorry did Libby
release her grip on Jack.

By that time, Mrs. Murphy had arrived at the fight scene.
She helped Jack to his feet and ordered him and Libby to
return to the building.

Libby picked up her books and stalked into the school
house. Dragging along behind was the embarrassed boy who
had lost a fight with a little curly-haired girl.

L % (.

Both of the children trudged into Mrs. Murphy's
classroom. Libby could see that her teacher was disappointed.
Libby felt bad that she had gotten into trouble on her first day
at school. She hadn't meant to get into trouble. Somehow,
trouble had just come on its own.

Mrs. Murphy asked each child about the fight. Jack told
his story first and admitted that he had called Libby a bad
name.

After she heard both stories, Mrs. Murphy told Jack to
apologize to Libby, and she made Libby apologize to Jack for
rubbing his face in the dirt. Then she told both children they
could not attend the Christmas program which was to be held
later in the week.

Libby had never seen a Christmas program before. But
worst of all, she was afraid that her new parents would be
disappointed in her for fighting at school.

Once again, she was in trouble.

On her way home Libby thought about what Mr. Graham
had said. She hoped there was still a place at the table for her.
And how was she going to explain the big hole in her new red
and black plaid dress?

A good day had turned bad.
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CLASSROOM/HOME EXTENSIONS -
THINGS TO THINK ABOUT AND DO:

Was it all right for Libby to fight with Jack? What
should someone do when they are insulted as
Libby was? Ask three adults what a person should
do when someone insults them.

What do you think of the punishment Mrs.
Murphy gave Libby and Jack? What do you think
Mr. and Mrs. Peterson will do when they learn
about the fight?
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