A Place at the Table

CHAPTER 2: At the Theater
by Kay Hively

s Libby and the other children got off the train,
Mr. Graham gathered them around him. He told them to
button their coats and cover their ears because the cold wind

hard-working girl with pretty brown eyes and black curly hair.
Although she had been told not to speak unless someone

could make them sick.

Then, two by two, they started up the street behind
Mr. Graham. His assistant, Miss Jones, followed the little
parade of orphans.

Libby walked beside Heidi Bak. Heidi was only six
years old. She had been born in Germany and could barely
speak English. Last summer when her parents died, Heidi
was placed in the orphanage.

As the children walked along the street, Libby looked
for a church. She had heard that the orphans were usually
taken to a church where families could look them over.
Tonight, Libby wanted some family to look her over and
take her home. She didn't wish for a fancy home — any
home would do.

After they had walked two blocks, the children stopped
in front of a big building. Mr. Graham told them to wait
outside with Miss Jones while he went inside. Libby looked
up at a sign on the building. The sign said, "Theater."

When Mr. Graham returned, he told the children they
had to wait a few more minutes. He said a show was going
on in the theater and they couldn't go in until it was over.

Miss Jones and Mr. Graham moved the children together in
a little huddle to protect them from the cold night air. Even
though the wind was cold, Libby felt warm inside because she
just knew she would soon find a family.

When they were finally allowed inside the theater, Libby
and the other children were led down a big wide aisle in the
center of the building. The children were told to walk straight
down the aisle and not stare at people. Libby desperately wanted
to look around to see if she could find just the right family for her.
As she walked down the bright red carpet, Libby could hear
people talking about the orphans.

Mr. Graham led the orphans up a little set of steps and
out onto a big stage where he lined them up in a long row.
Mr. Graham told the people in the audience that the children had
come to town on the orphan train. He said all the children could
be adopted.

Then Mr. Graham started down the row, introducing
each child. He told the child's name and said something nice
about each one. When he came to Libby, he said she was a nice

asked her a question, Libby couldn't help
herself when she blurted out, "And
I am very good at memorizing."
Mr. Graham gave Libby a
hard look. It made her want
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to cry because she just
knew she had lost her
chance to find a family.
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CLASSROOM/HOME EXTENSIONS -
THINGS TO THINK ABOUT AND DO:

Libby's friend, Heidi, was born in Germany. Using an
Atlas, find Germany. What is the capitol of Germany and
what are two important rivers in Germany?

Do you think Libby has lost her chance to find a family?
Write down what you think is going fo happen and then,
next week, check to see if you guessed right.

Show Me Standards Correlations: G1:2; G3:5; G4:1; CA2; SS5,7

CHAPTER THREE: A Clear, Soft Voice




