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Truman’s Presidency Exhibit
In this exhibit the major issues and events of Truman's Presidency are highlighted in this 10,500-square-foot exhibition. Featuring two decision theaters, enhanced audio and video programs, and new interactive elements, this exhibition forms the centerpiece of the Truman Library's ambitious museum renovation.
Harry Truman was 60 years old when he became President of the United States. His life up to that point consisted of a wide variety of experiences, including great successes and failures, which influenced him in subtle, but often profound, ways. He had known farm life, war, owning a business, and business failure. This made him sensitive to the daily struggles of ordinary Americans, who shared many of the same life stories. Truman had also spent nearly a quarter century in politics. This, too, shaped his behavior as President.

In recent years historians and policy analysts have questioned President Truman's decision to use the atomic bomb against Japan. For President Truman, the decision was a clear-cut one. In 1945, America was weary of war. Japan was a hated enemy. The nation feared the cost of invading the Japanese mainland. 
As visitors walk through this section, an audio loop program plays with veteran testimonies about the end of the war. In addition to the audio loop, there are also four video monitors running silent video programs on four different topics that set the scene leading up to the decision to drop the bomb on Japan: the fierce fighting on Iwo Jima and Okinawa, the firebombing of Japan, anti-Japanese war propaganda, and the race to build the bomb. 

The crisis in Europe grew into a global confrontation between the United States and the Soviet Union known as the "Cold War." The exhibit includes a 9-screen video wall program highlighting the origins of the Cold War. 
A main focus of this area is the Berlin Airlift. There is a timeline that details the crisis in Berlin. A map located near the timeline shows the main air corridors into the city with a multi-colored graphic that indicates the amount of supplies shipped to Berlin on a monthly basis. 
In early 1948, Harry Truman prepared to run for President in his own right. Few people gave him any chance of reaching his goal. In this display is an alcove with a large copy of a political cartoon with Truman standing on a donkey that is split in half, highlighting the splitting of the Democratic Party during the 1948 election. 

The campaign itself is the focus of the end of this section. It features a large, light-animated map of the United States with individual lights pointing out each stop Truman made during his 1948 "Whistle-stop Tour" of the nation. 

Exhibits on the Korean War conclude the exhibition. One display chronicles the dismissal of General Douglas MacArthur and the "feud" between the General and the President. The Korean War section includes a simple display case exhibiting a purple heart that was sent to President Truman by William Banning along with a poignant and stinging letter wishing that the President's daughter had been killed in Korea as Mr. Banning’s son had been. 

The Legacy Gallery offers visitors a place to relax and to contemplate what they have seen in the exhibition. Six etched glass panels, mounted along the walls, highlight accomplishments and lasting legacies of the Truman years. A life-size bronze statue of Truman set on the floor looks out a wall of windows along an axis that spans across the courtyard to the gravesites. President Truman's decisions set the course of American foreign and domestic policy for generations. They continue to shape American life today.
