As part of the Reading Across Missouri 2007 project, the Truman Presidential Museum and Library is providing Missouri newspapers with a series of features about the President, the Library and some of its various programs. These are optional and may be used individually or in a series. For more information or for images, contact Mark Adams, Education Director & Webmaster, Truman Presidential Museum & Library, 816-268-8236, mark.adams@nara.gov.
The Harry S. Truman Presidential Museum and Library

The Harry S. Truman Library, the first Presidential Library to be created under the provisions of the 1955 Presidential Libraries Act, was established to preserve the papers, books, and other historical materials relating to former President Harry S. Truman and to make them available to the people in a place suitable for exhibit and research. The Library building, which cost $1,750,000 was built by the Harry S. Truman Library Inc., a private corporation, with funds donated by more than 17,000 individuals and organizations from all parts of the country. The building and Mr. Truman's presidential papers were transferred to the Government at a dedication ceremony held on July 6, 1957. 

The Library, located in Independence, Missouri, President Truman's hometown, crowns a knoll facing U.S. Highway 24 on land donated by the City of Independence. 
At present the Library has about 16,000,000 pages of manuscript materials in its custody. Approximately 6,500,000 are the White House files. In addition to its manuscript collections, the Library also has an audiovisual collection consisting of about 100,000 still pictures, 500 hours of disc and tape recordings, 400 motion pictures and 75 hours of video tape recordings. The Library's collection of printed materials includes more than 30,000 books, 10,000 serials and 1,400 microfilm copies of printed materials. In adding to the book collection, the Library attempts to purchase any new books on the history of the Truman administration or relating to the career of Harry S. Truman. 

The Truman Library established an oral history project in 1961 in an effort to fill gaps in the written record. The areas of emphasis have been President Truman's early career, the work of the White House staff during the Truman administration, and United States foreign policy during Truman's presidency. 
More than 11,000 researchers have visited the Library's research facilities since 1959. Approximately half of the researchers who come to the Library each year are scholars or graduate student working usually in the fields of history or political science. The other half are college and high school students, writers, film makers, journalists, genealogists, and people who have a personal interest in Truman's life and career. Researchers have come from almost every state in the Union and from more than 40 foreign countries. 
The Truman Library is one of eleven presidential libraries operated by the Federal government. The Franklin D. Roosevelt Library was the first Federally administered presidential library. In 1955, Congress passed the Presidential Libraries Act authorizing that the Federal government could accept the papers of any former President along with privately-owned land, and the building and equipment necessary to preserve the papers and other historical materials of that president and make them available to the public. 
Prior to the passage of the Presidential Records Act of 1978 making presidential papers public property, presidents upon leaving office had traditionally regarded White House files as their personal property. The federally operated presidential library is designed to act as the depository for a president's White House files and other manuscript and audiovisual materials which that president and his associates might wish to deposit there. 
